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1.Site analysis

The presence of the mountain (Jabal
Ja‘far) offers a unique topographical
element.
Terrain gives good potential for
viewpoints, terraced public spaces,  and
strong visual identity.
Directly overlooking the Salt Lake and
surrounded by water on three sides,
createing an exceptional natural setting
where land, water, and mountain meet
in harmony.
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Site location is 17 km
away from siwa town
and 25 minutes by car

Mobility is mainly by
4x4 cars,lodge shuttles
and private cars

Accesibility to site through an arterial road
“Marsa Matrouh-Siwa” that is connected to
Marsa-matrouh siwa highway and then
from it a secondary road 15 minutes by car
to gabal gaafar which leeds to adrere amelal
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No electricity used
Use of local materials — Constructed from Kershef for
sustainability and authenticity.

Kershef use provides
natural insulation and
climate control 

Passive cooling is achieved
through an open-air atrium
and cross-ventilated
window placement.

Light-colored walls reflect
sunlight, reducing heat
absorption and reduce
thermal gain.

SUSTAINABILITY
PRACTICES

TOPOGRAPHY
Conclusion

Area around the mounatin
has an average slope of 1/12
(250m horizontal per 20m
vertical ) 
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URBAN REGULATIONS
 Heights:

Maximum 2 floors (Ground + First).
Overall height not exceeding 7–8 m .

Built-up Ratio:

10–20% of total land area may be built.

Setbacks:

Minimum 3–5 m between buildings.

Materials:
✅ Local: kershef (salt + mud), limestone,
palm trunks.
❌  Prohibited: reinforced concrete, red
brick, reflective glass, aluminum
cladding.

Mobility:
Limit car use inside site.
Encourage walking, cycling, or
traditional carts .

Facade:
Style: vernacular Siwan architecture
(thick load-bearing walls, palm-
beam roofs, courtyards).
Facade Composition: Low-rise,
horizontal emphasis.
windows: Small, irregular, high-set
(no glass, shaded with palm fronds).
Doors: Wooden recessed ,
handcrafted, simple detailing.

Finishes: Earth-toned, matte,
natural textures (ochre, sand, salt-
white).
Ornamentation: Minimal; beauty
comes from shadow and proportion.
Integration: Buildings must visually
merge with mountains, dunes, or
palm groves.

Environmental & Sustainability
Regulations

Water &
Wastewater:

Natural spring water use allowed.
Greywater must be treated and reused for
irrigation.
On-site bio-treatment units required.
❌No discharge into lakes or salt marshes.

Energy:
❌ No diesel generators.
✅  Use solar energy and passive
design strategies.



ATHAR is a sensory project rooted in the
land of Siwa, where architecture is not an
object to be seen, but an experience to be
felt and remembered.
The project is built on the idea that places
remain in memory through the traces they
leave on our senses.
Through engaging the five human senses
allows visitors to connect with Siwa in a
deep and personal way, creating an
invisible yet lasting أثر that stays with them
beyond the physical visit.
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2.Concept



Improving the
financial condition of
the people of Siwa
through supporting
local crafts, creative
activities, and
sustainable job
opportunities

The project will
provide job
opportunities and
support skilled local
handicrafts and
creative practices.

Siwa is characterized
as a green and
sustainable spot in the
middle of the yellow
desert, and the project
reinforces this
identity.

Achieving SDGs

The project will
contribute to
protecting and
improving the
wildlife and natural
ecosystem of the
oasis.





Journey Experience Through
mainspine



3.1 Landscape Study



3.1 Landscape Study

Main spine landscape
Microclimate Analysis
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5.Future Vision
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