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Skyline Cedar — Shou Sugi Ban Bronze

Product Information
To produce this elegant surface with its antiqued bronze 
tone and velvet sheen, our reclaimed Cedar is charred 
in the traditional Japanese style, then hand brushed to 
expose the texture of the grain. This product is sealed 
for indoor or outdoor use, and retains the additional 
protective properties imparted by charring.

Skyline Collection

Source

Impact

Reclaimed from NYC rooftop 
water towers, landmarks of 
the iconic NYC skyline. 

Historic material re-use and 
local manufacturing support 
a circular economy and 
reduces a building project’s 
carbon footprint.
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MAIN AXIS

This museum and center for climate change explores the 
intersection of climate change and social equity. The 
museum highlights the disproportionate impacts of climate 
change on underrepresented communities while emphasiz-
ing the importance of equity in environmental action.

The architecture achieves an enlightenment of this concept 
through allowing for a unified and transparent experience 
for all users with the use of a figure 8 ramp, rationalized by 
sinusoidal curves that wrap around the building allowing for 
the circulation of visitors to be visible to all throughout the 
experience. 

The building itself offers resistance to gentrification in the 
area of Willamsburg, Brooklyn, NY,NY by providing a space 
of refuge for residents to gather as a community.

The city plans to revitalize the area for mixed-use spaces, more 
green area and a public esplanade along the waterfront.

Project Goals:  
- Create both outdoor and indoor public gathering spaces
- Create a safe space where everyone is welcome and can learn 
about climate change and climate inequity.
- Open up the waterfront for the local community.

Climate Threats:
-Sea Level Rise

-Carbon emissions

- Urban heat island 
effect

Climate Solutions:
-Raised building 6’ 
above ground level

-Locally sourced and 
reclaimed materials

- Green roof

Climate Research:

PROGRAM DIAGRAM

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE DIAGRAM

STRUCTURAL DIAGRAM

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT DIAGRAM

PROCESS DIAGRAM

MATERIAL DIAGRAM

MEP  DIAGRAM

CIRCULATION DIAGRAMEGRESS DIAGRAM

Equity Map of NYC

Multi-functional spaces connected and intertwined 
through swooping ramps

AIA Framework for 
Design Excellence

Project aims to gather community engaging people 
with one another to learn about climate inequity.

Project collects rain water for irrigation and utlizes 
the East River to add comjfort to the building.

Building raised 6’ to account for sea level rise and 
forms the land in a slope to facilitate it.

Includes various economical opportunites including 
ticketed events, retail and dining spaces.

Use of photovoltaics, high efficiency light fixtures and 
can rely on natural ventilation for the summer months.

Heat Map Showing Natural ventilation in a 
comfort zone of 50°F - 85°F (10°C - 29°C) (Shown in green)

Windrose within the comfort zone of NYC Water Collection
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46.1% Affordable 
homes for rent
26.9% Affordable 
homes for rent

SITE

Use of previous mathematical knowledge to provide 
structural stability

Use of open spaces to provide a flexible program.

Use of reclaimed, locally sourced cedar from old Manhattan 
water towers and processed in a nearby Brooklyn facility.

Comfort provided through both mechanical and natural ventilation 
and radiant heating and cooling floor systems.

Alyssa Chin Cheong
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, CA 
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Alyssa Chin Cheong
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, CA 
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