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Inspired by the flow of water and the rhythm of the waterfront,
the museum emerges as a continuous cultural landscape.
It begins as a designed green public park, shaped as the primary generator of the site,
then rises into fluid architectural forms that merge with movement, landscape, and public life—
gradually dissolving into the sea as part of its natural surroundings.”

Art is not contained within the museum; it unfolds through the public realm.

precinct

CONTINUUM
LAND–WATER CONTINUUM

Fluid form - Landscape - Waterfront identity

 
FLUID ARCHITECTURE
Organic forms inspired by

nature and movement

POROUS SURFACES
Light, shadow, and texture

shape experience

CULTURAL CONNECTION
A welcoming place for
community and visitors

WATERFRONT IDENTITY
Engaging the marina,

landscape and horizon

PROJECT INFORMATION

PROJECT TYPE

LOCATION

YEAR

BUILT AREA

MUSEUM

RASIMPASA

2026

50,000 M2

 



Kadıköy, despite being one of Istanbul's most
active creative districts, does not have a major
formal Museum of Modern Art.

SITE CONTEXT 
WHY KADIKOY?

ISTANBUL KADIKOY RASIMPAŞA

A Museum of Modern Art in Kadıköy can
transform this existing creative energy into
a civic-scale cultural destination.

The site can become new public landmark
that connects the waterfront with the city.
fabric and strengthens Kadıköy's cultural
identity.
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1. REGIONAL CONTEXT - ISTANBUL

KEY ISSUE

2. DISTRICT CONTEXT - KADIKÖY

OPPORTUNITY

3. LOCAL CONTEXT - RASIMPASA

OPPORTUNITY

4. SITE CHARACTERISTICS

Istanbul is a major cultural, educational and creative
hub where history, transport, waterfront life and
contemporary urban culture overlap. However, most
major modern and contemporary art museums are
concentrated on the European side.

Kadıköy has a strong grassroots art scene supported
by theatres, galleries, cultural centres, independent
studios, cafes and public street life. Its cultural
identity is informal, youthful and community-driven.

Rasimpaşa is a strategic waterfront area located
between the ferry terminal, train station and the
heart of Kadıköy. It is well connected, highly visible
and constantly active, yet it lacks a landmark cultural
institution and strong public anchor.

-Central & Accessible: Direct access to ferry, train,
metro, bus and major streets.
-Visible Waterfront: Prominent location on the
shoreline with high pedestrian flow.
-Urban Gap: Underutilized area with potential for
a cultural and public space.
-Connector: Links the waterfront to the dense
urban fabric and neighbourhoods.
-Surrounded by Life: Close to markets, cafes,
schools, cultural venues and public facilities.

BUS STATIONBUS STATION

IBB KADIKOY
LIBRARY

KADIKOY FERRY
STATION

HAYDARPASA TRAIN
STATION

NEIGHBOURHOOD

OVERWAY

SITE

KADIKOY METRO

MUSEUM BUILT ZONE
DESIGNED PARK / PUBLIC LANDSCAPE
SITE BOUNDARY
PROPOSED BUS STATION
MAJOR NODE

empty s
ite

N





CONCEPT DIAGRAMS

Architecture as a Cultural Landscape
The museum is conceived not as an isolated object, but as 
a continuous cultural terrain emerging from the green space
which intentionally designed as the primary generator and
gradually returns to the water.

Land-Water Continuum
The museum extends the waterfront into the site through
shallow water elements, allowing architecture to flow from
land and gradually dissolve back into the sea.
Water acts as a spatial and sensory medium rather than a
boundary.

Movement-Driven Architecture
Pedestrian movement between the metro and ferry 
terminals shapes the spatial logic and form of the museum.
Circulation is treated as a design force, transforming transit
flows into a cultural journey.

Formal & Spatial Expression
The museum is articulated as a continuous, horizontally
oriented form that bends and folds in response to 
landscape contours, movement trajectories, and the 
water edge.

Curved geometry is employed to maintain spatial continuity, 
avoid rigid boundaries, and reinforce the fluid transition 
between green ground, built space, and water surfaces.

CONCEPT
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1. LANDSCAPE ORIGIN
The green landscape is the primary generator that shapes 

the form and experience of the museum.

2. MASS BASE
A continuous ground plane extends from the landscape, 

forming the first base of the museum.

3. MASS EXTRUSION
The program is lifted and extruded from the ground plane, 

creating volumes and defining spaces below.

4. FOLD AND LIFT
The mass folds and rises in response to movement, views, 

waterfront edges, and surrounding site contours.

5. FINAL MASS
The final form becomes a continuous cultural landscape 

where city, park, museum, plaza, and water merge into one.



The museum is positioned as a transitional cultural
landscape between the dense urban fabric of

Rasimpaşa and the Kadıköy waterfront. 

Pedestrian movement, public green space, and water edges
define the spatial organization of the site.

SITE PLAN

SITE STRATEGY

LEGEND PROGRAM KEY
MAIN MUSEUM ENTRANCE1
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Block A of the Museum is envisioned as more than an exhibition space; it is a living sequence of 
immersive installations, experimental art projects, and curated visual experiences. Each space is 
designed to draw visitors into emotion, reflection, and participation — transforming the journey 

through Block A into an encounter where art is not only viewed, but deeply experienced.
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Block B is envisioned as the cultural and educational heart of the museum — a vibrant hub where 
library spaces, learning zones, entertainment, and community activities come together. It is 

designed as an open and welcoming environment where visitors can read, study, collaborate, 
attend workshops, engage with cultural programs, and relax within a lively social setting.
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DETAILED SECTIONS

STRUCTURE AND MATERIAL

1. STRUCTURE CONCEPT

The museum is supported by a lightweight steel 
space-frame system that allows the roof to follow its 
fluid sculptural form while spanning large open interior 
spaces. 

The structure uses chord steel members, diagonal 
steel members, and steel sphere nodes to create a 
strong but visually light framework. 

This system supports the GFRC roof skin and helps 
the building achieve its flowing, wave-like architectural 
expression.







The museum does not end here; it continues in the emotions people carry with them...


