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THIS PROJECT PROPOSES A CULTURAL ACADEMY AND
PERFORMANCE CENTER FOR LEBANESE ZAJAL LOCATED IN
THE HISTORIC VILLAGE OF MTEIN, MOUNT LEBANON, SERVING
AS A DEDICATED SANCTUARY FOR THE PRESERVATION AND
EVOLUTION OF THIS UNESCO-RECOGNIZED INTANGIBLE
HERITAGE. ROOTED IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF CRITICAL
REGIONALISM, THE DESIGN SEEKS TO RECLAIM THE SITE’'S
CULTURAL IDENTITY BY ESTABLISHING A "DIALOGIC
RELATIONSHIP" BETWEEN THE 17TH-CENTURY ABILLAMA
PALACES AND A MODERN ARCHITECTURAL INTERVENTION.
BY NARRATING THE TIMELINE OF ZAJAL THROUGH A
MATERIAL TRANSITION FROM REFLECTIVE TO TRANSPARENT
GLASS, THE PROJECT BRIDGES THE GAP BETWEEN
TRADITIONAL ROOTS AND FUTURE ASPIRATIONS

PROJECT AIMS

PRESERVE AND EVOLVE LEBANESE ZAJAL: SERVE AS A DEDICATED
SANCTUARY FOR THIS UNESCO-RECOGNIZED INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

BRIDGE TRADITION AND THE FUTURE: NARRATE THE TIMELINE OF ZAJAL USING
A MATERIAL TRANSITION (FROM REFLECTIVE TO TRANSPARENT GLASS) TO CONNECT

~TRADITIONAL ROOTS WITH FUTURE ASPIRATIONS

REVITALIZE THE HISTORIC MIDAN: TRANSFORM THE AREA FROM A VEHICULAR
SPACE BACK INTO A VIBRANT, COMMUNAL PUBLIC HUB

FOSTER CONTINUOUS CULTURAL EXCHANGE: CREATE & LOOP OF ACADEMIC
AND PERF ZONES THAT E ONEOING AND LEARNING
BETWEEN MASTER POETS, STUDENTS, AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN

BASEMENT PLAN 01
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BASEMENT PLAN 02
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FINAL FORM
EDUCATIONAL BUILDING

PERFORMANCE SPACE

MAIN ZAJAL HALL 800 M2

ENTRANCE HALLS 500 M2

EXHIBITIONS 670 M2

EVENT HALL 300 M2

FOYER 350 M2

CAFE 230 M2

SOUVENIR 140 M2

WORKSHOPS 170 M2

HERITAGE ARCHIVE 160 M2

OFFICES 155 M2

CLASSROOMS 170 M2

LIBRARY 320 M2

DRESSING ROOMS 175 M2

REHEARSAL ROOMS 210 M2

PARKING

AMPHITHEATRE 300 M2

EXISTING
ABILLAMA
PALACE

.. SITE AREA 6,600
SETBACKS SM ALL SIDES
HEIGHT 12M MAX

THREE FLOORS MAX
SURFACE EXP. 45%

# BUILT UP AREA 3000 M2
BALCONIES 600 M2

¢ TOTAL EXP. 0.7
BALCONIES 924 M2
TOTAL AREA 4610 M2

ADDITION OF
EXTERNAL
CIRCULATION AND

MASSES

¥ M2
e B EXISTING PALACE 1,200

HISTORIC MIDANE SQUARE
WHERE THE FIRST ZAJAL
DUAL IN LEBANON OCCURED
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CONCEPT

SITE STUDIES
LAND USE ——
’§v - S
/ & Adaptive reuse
TWO STORY BUILDINGS EXISTING PALAGE ’ Authentic 17th-century palace serves

as a powerful historical anchor

|

Topography
slope allows for creative terracing and
natural amphitheaters

.00
SECONDARY ROAD

Low density
Ample outdoor space for "saha"
gardens and open-air performances

. Dual access

High visibility from the main road;
separate secondary road for services

CIRCULATION

/  BUILDING AGES

. MIDANE SQUARE Y s e
WS

1B ANCiENT - gEFORE 1970
Urban rebirth

Reclaiming the Midane square from
cars to restore its social function

" [ new-AFTER 1970

[l ANCIENT WITH NEW ADDITION
" [ UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Intergenerational link

Engaging diverse age groups through
zajal workshops and events
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Historical roots
Site's legacy as the "home of zajal"
provides unique cultural branding
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SITE PLAN 1/400

Fragmentation

Existing pedestrian path bisects the

site, risking a split layout

Low footprint
Limited built-up area may restrict
large-scale indoor programming

Solar exposure
Constant direct sunlight creates a
need for intensive cooling/shading

T

Visual conflict
The community may resist the
*modern glass" language vs. stone
heritage

Car encroachment
Difficulty in permanently removing
vehicular traffic from the square

Niche appeal
Risk of low engagement if zajal isn't
‘marketed to younger generations

DEFINITION OF FORM DEFINITION ADDITION OF
MASSES BASED ON ATRIUMS FOR

ACCORDING TO EXISTING PALACE THERMAL
PROGRAM - UAXIS COMFORT

FORM GENERATION

THE ARCHITECTURE
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ZAJAL IN A LOOP OF TIME

ZAJAL IN A LOOP OF TIME" TRANSLATES THE RHYTHMIC
CADENCE AND ORAL HERITAGE OF LEBANESE POETRY INTO &
.CONTINUOUS SPATIAL EXPERIENCE

BY WEAVING A MODERN CIRCULATION LOOP THROUGH THE
17TH-CENTURY ABILLAMA PALACE, THE DESIGN CREATES A&
PHYSICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE SITE'S HISTORIC STONE
MASONRY AND CONTEMPORARY GLASS INTERVENTIONS

THIS 'LOOP' ACTS AS A TEMPORAL BRIDGE, WHERE THE USER °
MOVES THROUGH
VERSE—TRANSITIONING FROM THE GROUNDED ECHOES OF THE
PAST TO THE TRANSPARENT ASPIRATIONS OF THE
FUTURE—ENSURING THAT THE ART OF ZAJAL IS NOT JUST
REMEMBERED, BUT ACTIVELY LIVED

A&

THE PALACE WAS BUILT BY THE ABILLAMA EMIRS
STARTING IN THE EARLY 17TH CENTURY
SPECIFICALLY THE 1600S

The Abillama Palaces:

An Architectural and Historical Evolution |
(Mtein, Lebanon)

Elevation to Emirate: Following th
Battle of Ain the Shihab Emir |
i Feudal Unrest: Amid the collapse of the Mount Lebanon
Emirate and regional conflicts, Mrein s caught in the
crossfice. The grand East Palace is severely damaged by fire
three separate times during this torbulent era.

their itle to Emire. This sorge in political
status triggers a boom in grand, prestigious
palatial construction.

Dynasty Arrival: The Abillama family

(then feudal Mugaddams) establish their
primary seat in the strategic mountain
vllage of Miein, laying the groundwork for a
regional power center.

1770s-1840

‘War & Restoration: The palaces suffer structural

damage during the Lebanes Civi Vi, ncuding
“The Golden Age: Mtein serves s thecapital of i jon: Recognizi , |a the Eas Palace. In recent
h i into four | uniled urban layout of the decades, ongoi 3 Honi
clearing,it sts the geometrc layout for what i featuringa | the Midane,the Lebanese g and ity
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o : ficial
and imported Tuscan architectural detals.

become the historic 5,000-square-meter g p istori into
8 i

ree placing
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Midane (central square).

PROBLEM DEFINITION

THE THREAT
GLOBALIZATION AND WESTERNIZATION ARE RAPIDLY DILUTING LOCAL
TRADITIONS AND FRACTURING LEBANESE CULTURAL IDENTITY.

THE ENDANGERED ART
A PRIMARY VICTIM OF THIS ISL ZAJAL, D BY

UNESCO IN 2014 AS AN INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF HUMANITY

THE SPATIAL GAP |
ZAJAL FACES & PRECARIOUS FUTURE DUE TO A SEVERE PHYSICAL VACUUM,
LACKING BOTH A FORMAL LEARNING ACADEMY AND A DEDICATED
CONTEMPORARY PERFORMANCE VENUE

THE SOLUTION

‘THIS PROJECT PROPOSES A ZAJAL CULTURAL ACADEMY AND

CENTER IN MTEIN, THE HISTORIC SITE OF LEBANON’S VERY FIRST DOCUMENTED
ZAJAL DUEL

THE GOAL

BY TRANSLATING AN ORAL TRADITION INTO 4 PERMANENT ARCHITECTURAL
ANCHOR, THIS CENTER WILL SAFEGUARD ZAJAL AND RECLAIM A VITAL
CORNERSTONE OF COLLECTIVE

ZAJAL DUAL IN LEBANON OCCURED

120CM MODULAR OPENINGS
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SOUTHERN ELEVATION 1/200
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NORTHERN ELEVATION 1/200
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EXHIBITION 5:
THE MODERN ERA

(1990 — Present)
INSTITUTIONAL RECOGNITION
UNESCO INSCRIPTION 2014
DECLINE IN ACTIVE PRACTITIONEf
NEED FOR SPATIAL/
EDUCATIONAL INTERVENTION

EXHIBITION 3:

EXPERIENCE DIAGRAM
7 A SPATIAL CHRONOLOGY OF LEBANESE ZAJAL

=
=

m &
@

THE ERA OF GIANTS (19505 - 1975)

PINNACLE OF CULTURAL DOMINANCE
* LEGENDARY TROUPES (e.g., ZAGHLOUL AL-DAMOUR)
MASSIVE STADIIIMS £ AMP! cog

2560+
Audiencs

EXHIBITION 2:

THE GOLDEN AGE ﬁ

(19205 - 1950s)
FIRST OFFICIAL HAFILI
'ORGANIZED PUBLIC EVENTS

\ L s
TRAD]TiONAL LEBASES ARCHITECTURE: STONE MASONRY, ARCHED OPENINGS, AND VAULT-
.ED CEILINGS THAT FORM A "HERITAGE CLUSTER" AROUND A CENTRAL COURTYARD

WHY CHOSEN FOR THIS PROJECT: NEXT TO MIDANE HISTORIC SQUARE WHERE THE FIRST

—

Midone
unpolished

§

Midone
Gotherings

a

| (T - il
y N 4

AP 4 QiQ

n Y
Sl % T

RASHID KARAM
- SHAHROUR ELWADI

END

EXHIBITION 4:

ADAPTED TO SCREEN
BROADCAST TO EVERY LEBANESE HOME
CULTURAL UNITY IN CONFLICT

ﬁ TELEVISED STAGES q1975- 199
i
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EXHIBITION 1:

THE MIDANE ERA
+ (19th Century - 1920s)

ROOTED IN VILLAGE SQUARES
COMMUNITY GATHERINGS

" ORALDUELING FOUNDATIONS
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EASTERN ELEVATION 1/200

EXHIBITION 01

MAIDAN.
19TH CENTURY 70 19205

WESTERN ELEVATION 1/200
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GROUND FLOR PLAN 1/200

ZONING OF MAIN ZAJAL HALL

SECTION B-B 1/200

POETS

MUSIC BAND
ACCESS TO BACKSTAGE

REDDADI CHORUS

- SHEIKH

SECTION A&-A 1/200

REINFORCED CONCRETE
FRAMES FOR MAIN HALL

75CM THICK LOAD BEARING
WALLS OF EXISTING PALACE

REINFORCED CONCRETE
COLUMNS FOR EXTENSION
BUILDINGS SKELETAL
SYSTEM

NARATIVE PATH AND EXHIBITIONS

_ MOVEMENT THROUGH TIME \
FROM OLD MIDANE SQUARE TO MODERN HALL | &
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. 19508 TO 1975
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EXHIBITION 01/

4 MAIDANERA |
19TH CENTURY 10 19205

CRITICAL REGIONALISM APPROACH

CONTEXTUAL MASSING
ESTABLISHES A "DIALOGIC RELATIONSHIP" WITH THE 17TH-CENTURY ABILLAMA PALACE BY RESPECTING ITS
HISTORIC AXIS AND WRAPPING NEW MASSES AROUND A TRADITIONAL CENTRAL COURTYARD

THE "LOOP OF TIME" CIRCULATION
TRANSLATES THE ORAL HISTORY OF ZAJAL INTO & PHYSICAL PATH, GUIDING VISITORS FROM THE HISTORIC STONE

)PALACE (THE PAST) INTO MODERN, TRANSPARENT VOLUMES (THE FUTURE

MATERIAL TECTONICS
EXPRESSES THE EVOLUTION OF THE HERITAGE THROUGH A CALCULATED TRANSITION FROM HEAVY, LOCAL
INATURAL LIMESTONE (ROOTS) TO LIGHTWEIGHT DOUBLE-GLAZED GLASS AND STEEL (ASPIRATIONS

CLIMATE-RESPONSIVE ENVELOPE
REINTERPRETS THE TRADITIONAL WOODEN MASHRABIYA INTO 4 MODERN DOUBLE-SKIN LOUVER SYSTEM THAT
DYNAMICALLY FILTERS HARSH SUNLIGHT BASED ON ORIENTATION, HONORING REGIONAL PASSIVE DESIGN

URBAN RECLAMATION

RESTORES THE HISTORIC MIDANE (VILLAGE SQUARE) FROM VEHICULAR TRAFFIC INTO AN ACTIVE PEDESTRIAN
AMPHITHEATER, RETURNING THE SPACE TO ITS ORIGINAL 19TH-CENTURY ROOTS AS A HUB FOR SPONTANEOUS
ORAL DUELING
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A STRUCTURE DIAGRAM

SECTION B-B 1/200

Existing Palace

Facade System
‘Number 01

Material Palette

Double
Glazed Glass
Used in
Curtain Wall
_ to ensure
i thermal and
g acoustic

01

Limestone Blocks
of Existing Palace

‘Wind Towers

Limestone
Cladding

- System one

Double Skin
Louver Panels

System two

Natural
Limestone

Concept of Facade Design

The facade design serves as a performative bridge between heritage
and innovation, employing a modular grid system to translate the
rhythmic i i
minimalist, contemporary language. By integrating Natural
Limestone to ground the project in its historical context alongside a
Double Skin Louver system, the envelope achieves a balance
between the solid permanence of the past and the light-weight
transparency of the modern era. This grid-based intervention does
more than curate a visual narrative; it acts as a functional filter that

of i Lebanese into a

One of Building
Extensions

Blend of the two
facade systems

Cedar Wood Limestone il il il Louyers
Used for shading Used for Facade Hmlm HHH ”HHH Used and double
elements and @ ansiire therinal skin for extension
soft finishes, mass efficiency HAE  building masses,
inspired by and reflect local i inspired by
‘materiality of dentity existing
existing palace mashrabiya
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Define volume and levels of masses

ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGIES

THERMAL MASS AND
SELF-SHADING

The Strategy:

High-inertia limestone walls combined with a

decentralized courtyard layout.

How it Works:

Thick masonry absorbs daytime heat and
releases it at night, while the stepped building
volumes cast deep, protective shadows across
courtyards to lower ambient ground

temperatures.

‘Apply beige limestone and glass materials in patches to create a blend
Using vertical and horizontal grid system to respond to various functions between traditional and modern

within the building F

ORIENTATION-SPECIFIC UPWARD-DRIVEN STACK
DOUBLE-SKIN SHADING VENTILATION
The Strategy: The Strategy:

A modern, performance-driven reinterpretation
of the traditional Lebanese Mashrabiya.

Full-height central atriums and wind towers
acting as passive thermal chimneys.

How it Works:

Wooden louvers offset 30cm from the glass
intercept heat before it hits the building.
Horizontal louvers block high-angle southern
sun, while vertical louvers shield east and west
facades from low-angle rays.

How it Works:

Cool air enters through modular openings at
the ground level, absorbs internal heat,
naturally rises through the open atriums, and
escapes through the roof to pull a continuous
fresh breeze through the deep floor plates. -

vertical louvers on east

d west facads
and west facade Use of multiple

atruims to
maintain thermal
comfort

horizontal

louvers on

southern
facade

openings to limit
sun exposure

Use of greenery as a buffer zone,
heat breaker and shade provider

Thick load
bearing walls
reflect unwanted
heat and absorb
warmth to release
when required

Creation of a microclimate
within the project
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN 1/200
CIRCULATION DIAGRAM A
ERTICAL CIRCULATION VISITOR PATH ENTRANCE TO OFFICE ENTRANCE TO PERFORMER’S ENTRANCE
BUILDING EDUCATIONAL BUILDING

FIRST FLOOR CIRCULATION

SOUTHERN ELEVATION 1/200

3D SHOTS

ip through passive solar shading

and natural ventilation. Ultimately, these systems ensure the building
remains a resilient, climate-responsive sanctuary that respects its
architectural lineage while embracing a sophisticated, modern
aesthetic through precise and minimal architectural gestures.

Key Features

Material Dialogue

A curated mix of Natural Limestone, Cedar Wood louvers,
and glass creates tactile contrast and respects local
materiality.

Modular Shading
Optimized modular louver grids dynamically block
high-angle summer sun while allowing filtered winter light
for passive comfort.

Climatic Breathability
Integrated double skins and central atria facilitate natural
cross-ventilation and the stack effect to purge heat.

Cultural Resonance
The facade geometry is a minimalist translation of
traditional Mashrabiya patterns, rooting the project in its

architectural lineage.
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Addition of louver panels over patches of curtain wall to minimize sun
exposure and maintain thermal comfort
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NARATIVE PATH EXHIBITIONS

SECOND FLOOR CIRCULATION

Inspiration

Mashrabiya Found:i

n Existing Palace

palace

Extraction of
‘main grid of
existing

- mashrabiya
on main
facade of
existing

Extracted Grid used and the main guidlines for interpretted louvers

Exploded Diagram

Showecasing the three variations of the facade system

Double Glazed Curtain Wall

Double Glazed Curtain Wall
——— Covered with a Wooden
Louverd Panel

Traditional Limestone
Cladding to reflect local
heritage and create a blend
with modern elements

Environmental Diagram

Impl tation of Passive Strategies to enh thermal comfort
Hot Air exiting Atrium opening
through atrium  through all building
‘ levels
o~ Breakage of Harsh
Cold Wind entering Z | — ‘ Sunlight through
from lower level - . ’ — louver panels

Vertical Louvers for East and West

430em

Facades

460 cm

Horizontal

Louvers for North and

Southern Facades
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Fixation Detail 1/20

Fixation of Louver Panel and Layers of Limestone
Cladding wall

w7ll

‘Wall

A

[T |
-+ Wooden me Panel

12c@ ing

5Scm Insulation

Wall Section
1/100

Double Glaze Curtain
Wall

_ Wooden Louver Panel

offsetted 30cm from
Curtain wall

45cm wall with
limestone cladding

Atrium Openings throughout the project to
enhance ventilation and daylighting

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

FIRST FLOOR PLAN

GROUND FLOOR PLAN

BASEMENT PLAN 01

BASEMENT PLAN 02
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WESTERN ELEVATION 1/200

Detailing of this Atrium
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