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The history of Holešovice Market is closely connected with the development of modern slaughterhouse facilities in Prague  
at the end of the 19th century. In 1875, a decision was made to construct the Central Slaughterhouse of the Royal City of Prague, 
with the aim of replacing the privately operated municipal slaughterhouses and ensuring more hygienic and efficient meat pro-
cessing. Holešovice was selected as the most suitable location because it lay outside the city centre at the time, had excellent 
railway connections, was situated near the Vltava River, and met the necessary hygienic requirements.

The complex was designed by architect Josef Srdínek. Construction began on 6 March 1893, and the slaughterhouse was official-
ly opened on 1 July 1895. The facility became one of the most advanced slaughterhouse complexes in the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire. It consisted of a number of specialised buildings, including slaughter halls, by-product processing facilities, cold storage, 
a veterinary station, and administrative offices. The entire complex was equipped with its own sewerage system, water supply, 
railway and modern sanitary infrastructure, enabling the efficient reception, inspection, and processing of livestock.

The slaughterhouse remained in operation until 1983, when it was closed following the opening of new meat-processing plants 
in Písnice and Čakovice. The site was subsequently transformed into the Holešovice Market, while preserving the majority  
of its original historic buildings. In 1993, the entire complex was designated a cultural heritage monument, ensuring the protec-
tion of its architectural and historical significance. Through gradual restoration, the engineering infrastructure was renewed, 
inappropriate technical alterations were removed, and the individual buildings were adapted for new commercial, cultural, and 
gastronomic purposes.

One of the most significant buildings within the complex is Hall 22, which today serves as the venue for the Farmers’ Market.  
The building was constructed together with the entire Central Slaughterhouse complex between 1893 and 1895, based on the de-
sign of architect Josef Srdínek. It was originally intended as a marketplace for small livestock, particularly pigs. The surrounding 
area included animal pens and holding facilities where livestock was kept before being sold or slaughtered.

Hall 22 is a freestanding rectangular brick building with a gable roof. The building has a total footprint of approximately 3,661 m². 
Its dominant feature is a spacious five-aisled hall measuring approximately 36.7 × 105.4 m, with a floor area of around 2,900 m². 
The central section extends through two storeys, creating a generous open interior space.

The load-bearing structure consists of cast-iron columns supporting steel roof girders. The perimeter walls are built of brick, 
while the elevated central section is illuminated by large steel-framed glazed walls that provide ample natural daylight. Two-sto-
rey wings are located on both the eastern and western sides of the building. These originally housed technical and operational 
facilities but are now used primarily as offices and staff amenities.

Following the closure of the slaughterhouse, a comprehensive renovation project for the building was prepared in 1982. After  
its conversion, Hall 22 began serving as a retail and market space, while preserving its original historic structure and architec-
tural character.
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SITE PLAN – PRAGUE MARKET HALL, HOLEŠOVICE





EXISTING CONDITION OF THE HALL 22 BUILDING – GROUND FLOOR PLAN





THE INITIAL IDEA OF TRANSFORMATION INTO A CONTEMPORARY CIRCUS 





THEATRICAL PRINCIPLE OF HALL DIMENSIONING FOR CONTEMPORARY CIRCUS
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