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T E M P L E  O F  D E R R

T h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  B r i d g e :  To  s o l v e  t h i s  p r o b l e m  o f  c u l t u r a l
a b s e n c e  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e x t r e m i t y,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  N u b i a n
R e n a i s s a n c e  C u l t u r a l  H u b  a c t s  a s  a n  " a r c h i t e c t u r a l  b r i d g e ."  I t  i s
d e s i g n e d  n o t  a s  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  s i t s  o n  t h e
l a n d s c a p e ,  b u t  a s  a  l i v i n g  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e
l a n d s c a p e  r e c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  d i s p l a c e d  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  t h e i r
h e r i t a g e  w h i l e  a c t i v e l y  m a s t e r i n g  t h e  h a r s h  c l i m a t e .

T O M B  O F  P E N N U T  ( A N I B A )

T E M P L E  O F  D E R R T E M P L E  O F  A M A D A

T h e  C o n n e c t i v e  S p i n e  ( T h e  U N E S C O  M e t a p h o r )
D u r i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c  r e s c u e  c a m p a i g n ,  a n c i e n t  t e m p l e s  w e r e
l i t e r a l l y  f r a g m e n t e d  a n d  m o v e d  b l o c k  b y  b l o c k  t o  h i g h e r
g r o u n d .  T h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  m i r r o r s  t h i s .  T h e
e x c a v a t e d  v o i d s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  f r a g m e n t e d  p i e c e s  o f  N u b i a n
h i s t o r y.
T h e  E x e c u t i o n :  S u s p e n d e d  a c r o s s  t h e s e  c a r v e d  v o i d s  i s  t h e
p r i m a r y  c i r c u l a t i o n  b r i d g e .  I t  a c t s  a s  t h e  g r e a t  u n i f i e r,
p h y s i c a l l y  s t i t c h i n g  t h e  f r a g m e n t e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  m a s s e s  b a c k
t o g e t h e r.  A s  v i s i t o r s  t r a v e r s e  t h i s  b r i d g e ,  t h e y  e n g a g e  w i t h
s t r a t e g i c a l l y  p l a c e d  o b s e r v a t o r i e s .  T h e s e  v i e w p o i n t s  l o o k  o u t
d i r e c t l y  a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e s c u e d  m o n u m e n t s  o n  t h e  s i t e ,
c r e a t i n g  a  c o n t i n u o u s ,  d y n a m i c  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  t h e
f r a g m e n t e d  p a s t  a n d  t h e  u n i f i e d  f u t u r e .
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OLD NUBA, CURRENT.

      TEMPLE OF DAKKA 
MOVED NEAR WADI ES-SEBUA.

TEMPLE OF MAHARRAQA
SMALL ROMAN TEMPLE, ALSO MOVED
NEAR WADI ES-SEBUA.

TEMPLE OF WADI SEBUA
BUILT BY RAMSES II, RELOCATED
FURTHER INLAND.

      TEMPLE OF AMADA
RELOCATED STONE BY STONE.
OLDEST TEMPLE IN NUBIA.

TEMPLE OF DERR
ROCK-CUT TEMPLE OF RAMSES II.
RELOCATED TO HIGHER GROUND.

TOMB OF PENNUT (ANIBA)
SAVED AND MOVED TO NEW AMADA.

     TEMPLE OF QASR IBRIM
UNIQUE BECAUSE IT WAS NOT MOVED
THE SITE SURVIVED ON A HIGH CLIFF.
THE ONLY MONUMENT OF OLD NUBIA
STILL IN ITS ORIGINAL PLACE.

O L D  N U B A ,  C U R R E N T
R E M A I N S .
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155 Km-Abu Simbel Airport

Tushka Main Road
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EXPLODED PLANS DIAGRAM & ZONING

3 D  Z O N I N G
EXPLODED PLANS DIAGRAM

 PERMINANT EXHIBITIONS
TEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS
GALA HALL
AUDITORIUM
CINEMA A
CINEMA B

MAIN SPACES

VIP

SERVICES AND B.O.H.

SERVICES AND OFFERINGS

ADMIN

HOTEL ROOMS

STORAGES
W.C.
MEP ROOMS
KITCHENS
HOTEL BACK OF THE HOUSE
AUDITORIUM BACK OF THE HOUSE
CINEMAS BACK OD THE HOUSE

MAIN RESTAURANTS
CAFETERIA
SHOPS
POPCORN AND SNACKS

ADMINISTRATION
MEETING ROOMS

50 STANDARD ROOMS
30 TWIN/DOUBLE ROOMS
8 JUNIOR SUITES
8 EXECUTIVE SUITES
4 ACCESSIBLE ROOMS

DOUBLE HEIGHTS

VIP GUESTS LOUNGES

the storyT H E  I N H E R I T E D  L I N K

N o w  n e a r l y  e m p t y,  h o l d s  o n l y  t h e  r e m a i n s  a n d  a s h e s  o f
h i s t o r i c  t e m p l e s  c h a n g i n g  N u b i a n s  f o r e v e r,  y e t  o p e n i n g
n e w  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

 T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  &  C u l t u r a l  S e v e r i n g  T h e  c o r e  p r o b l e m  b e g i n s
i n  1 9 6 5  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  A s w a n  H i g h  D a m .  T h e
r e s u l t i n g  f l o o d  s u b m e r g e d  t h e  a n c e s t r a l  N u b i a n  h o m e l a n d ,
d i s p l a c i n g  t h o u s a n d s  a n d  s e v e r i n g  t h e  p r o f o u n d  c o n n e c t i o n
b e t w e e n  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  l a n d ,  a n d  t h e i r  h i s t o r y.  W h i l e
U N E S C O  m a n a g e d  t o  r e s c u e  a n d  r e l o c a t e  s p e c i f i c
m o n u m e n t s ,  t h e  p e o p l e  w e r e  l e f t  s c a t t e r e d ,  a n d  t h e  s h o r e s
o f  L a k e  N a s s e r  b e c a m e  a  s i l e n t ,  b a r r e n  a r c h i v e  o f
f r a g m e n t e d  m e m o r i e s .  T h e  p r o m i s e  o f  a  r e t u r n  r e m a i n s
u n f u l f i l l e d ;  t h e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  l i n k  i s  b r o k e n .

problem statement

T h e  p r o j e c t  a i m s  t o  r e v i v e  O l d  N u b i a  a s  a  c u l t u r a l  a n d
t o u r i s t i c  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  p l a c i n g  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  h i s t o r i c
t e m p l e s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  a s  t h e  s t a r  o f  t h e  s h o w.

T h e  s i t e  s i t s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  N u b i a n  m o n u m e n t s ,
l i n k i n g  t h e m  i n t o  o n e  c u l t u r a l  n e t w o r k .  Tr a n s f o r m i n g
s c a t t e r e d  t e m p l e s  i n t o  a  u n i f i e d  s t o r y  a n d  m a r k s  t h e  s t a r t
o f  a  n e w  r e v i v a l  e r a  f o r  O l d  N u b i a .

SITE ANALYSIS

T h e  s e l e c t e d  m a c r o  s i t e  i s  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e
N i l e  t r a n s p o r t  r o u t e ,  8 5  k m  f r o m  A b u  S i m b e l  a n d  i t s  a i r p o r t ,
e n s u r i n g  r e g i o n a l  a i r  t r a v e l  a c c e s s .  I t  i s  a l s o  1 5 5  k m  f r o m
t h e  Tu s h k a  M a i n  R o a d  f o r  b r o a d e r  l a n d  c o n n e c t i v i t y.  T h e
s i t e  i s  a  c e n t r a l  n o d e ,  4 0  k m  f r o m  b o t h  Q a s r  I b r i m  a n d  W a d i
S e b u a ,  b a l a n c i n g  r e m o t e  t r a n q u i l i t y  w i t h  s t r u c t u r e d
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  v i a  w a t e r w a y s  a n d  m a j o r  r o a d s .

Site Accessibility & Distances

A R C H I T E C T U R A L  B R I D G E  B E T W E E N  H E R I T A G E  A N D
C O M M U N I T Y

Roots &
Horizons Art

Museum
40.5%

Nubian Film
Festival
Center
34.4%

The Inherited
Link Hotel

25.2%

LAYOUT SCALE                                                                                                  1  :  1000



ROOTS & HORIZONS ART MUSEUM &
GALLERY
NUBIAN FILM FESTIVAL CENTER &
CONVENTION CENTER
THE INHERITED LINK HOTELMASTER PLAN SCALE                                                                                                          1  :  500
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the masterplanT H E  I N H E R I T E D  L I N K

WESTERN  ELEVATION  SCALE                                                                                                1  :  400

1.ENTRANCE  
2.DOUBLE HEIGHT  
3.MAIN EXHIBITION HALL  
4.CEO OFFICE  
5.SECRETARIAT  
6.KITCHENETTE  
7.OPEN OFFICE  
8.STORAGE  
9.WC  

10.TRANSFORMER  
11.GENERATOR  
12.CONTROL ROOM  
13.TERRACE CAFETERIA  
14.SHOPS  
15.KITCHEN  
16.MEETING ROOM  
17.SERVICE & BUFFET  
18.LANGUAGE ROOM
19.BACK OF THE HOUSE ( LAUNDRY,

TRASH &  SERVICE)
20.RECEPTION
21.RESTAURANT
22.GOLF CART STATION
23.BRIDGE OUTDOOR AREA
24.MAIN ENTRANCE PLAZA
25.VIP LOUNGE
26.HOTEL ROOM 
27.HOTEL SUITE
28.AUDITORIUM
29.CINEMA
30.GYM
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T h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  D i s c o n n e c t  C o m p o u n d i n g  t h i s
c u l t u r a l  t r a g e d y  i s  a  s e v e r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c h a l l e n g e .
Tr a d i t i o n a l  N u b i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  r e l i e d  o n  a  s y m b i o t i c
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  c l i m a t e  u t i l i z i n g
c o u r t y a r d s  a n d  p a s s i v e  c o o l i n g  t o  s u r v i v e  t h e
e x t r e m e  h e a t .  I n  l o s i n g  t h e i r  h o m e l a n d ,  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  l o s t  t h i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e c o s y s t e m .  To d a y,
t h e  r e l o c a t e d  s i t e s  i n  A s w a n  s i t  e x p o s e d  t o  a n
i n c r e d i b l y  h a r s h ,  a r i d  d e s e r t  c l i m a t e  a n d  i n t e n s e
s o l a r  r a d i a t i o n ,  m a k i n g  t h e  l a n d  i n h o s p i t a b l e  a n d
d e m a n d i n g  a  r a d i c a l  c l i m a t e - r e s p o n s i v e  i n t e r v e n t i o n
t o  m a k e  a  r e t u r n  p o s s i b l e .

1 .  C o n v e n t i o n
C e n t e r  &  M u s e u m
G u e s t s
V i s i t o r s  a r r i v i n g  f o r
c u l t u r a l  e x h i b i t i o n s ,
c i n e m a  s c r e e n i n g s ,
m u s i c  p e r f o r m a n c e s ,
g a l a  e v e n t s ,  a n d
m u s e u m  e x p e r i e n c e s .
T h e y  m o v e  b e t w e e n
t h e  c o n v e n t i o n
c e n t e r,  b r i d g e ,
g a l l e r i e s ,  w a t e r
p o n d ,  s u n k e n  a r t i f a c t
e x h i b i t s ,  a n d  N i l e
o b s e r v a t o r y.

5 .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
E m p l o y e e s
M a n a g e m e n t  s t a f f,
c u r a t o r s ,  e v e n t
c o o r d i n a t o r s ,
r e c e p t i o n  t e a m s ,
o f f i c e  e m p l o y e e s ,  a n d
p l a n n e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r  o r g a n i z i n g
e x h i b i t i o n s ,  h o t e l
o p e r a t i o n s ,  c u l t u r a l
e v e n t s ,  v i s i t o r
s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  o v e r a l l
p r o j e c t  m a n a g e m e n t .

6 .  L a n d s c a p e
A c t i v i t i e s  U s e r s
O u t d o o r  u s e r s
e n g a g i n g  w i t h  t h e
o p e n  s p a c e s ,  b r i d g e
p r o m e n a d e s ,  v i e w i n g
t e r r a c e s ,  p o o l s ,
t e n n i s  c o u r t s ,  w a l k i n g
r o u t e s ,  s h a d e d
g a t h e r i n g  a r e a s ,  a n d
N i l e - f a c i n g
l a n d s c a p e s .  T h e y
a c t i v a t e  t h e  p r o j e c t
b e y o n d  t h e  b u i l d i n g s
a n d  c r e a t e  a
c o n t i n u o u s
r e c r e a t i o n a l
e x p e r i e n c e .

3 .  V I P  G u e s t s
I n v i t e d  s p e a k e r s ,
c u l t u r a l  f i g u r e s ,  o f f i c i a l
d e l e g a t e s ,  p e r f o r m e r s ,
a n d  p r i v a t e  e v e n t  g u e s t s .
T h e y  r e q u i r e  c o n t r o l l e d
a r r i v a l ,  p r e m i u m
l o u n g e s ,  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  t o
e v e n t  h a l l s ,  e x c l u s i v e
v i e w i n g  p o i n t s ,  a n d  a
m o r e  p r i v a t e  c i r c u l a t i o n
r o u t e .

4 .  S e r v i c e  W o r k e r s
O p e r a t i o n a l  s t a f f
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  d a i l y
f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e
p r o j e c t ,  i n c l u d i n g
h o u s e k e e p i n g ,
c a t e r i n g ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,
s e c u r i t y,  t r a n s p o r t ,
t e c h n i c a l  t e a m s ,  a n d
b a c k- o f - h o u s e
s e r v i c e s .  T h e i r
m o v e m e n t  i s  e f f i c i e n t ,
d i s c r e e t ,  a n d
s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  m a i n
g u e s t  c i r c u l a t i o n
w h e r e  n e e d e d .

2 .  H o t e l  G u e s t s
L e i s u r e  v i s i t o r s ,
f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  t o u r i s t s
s t a y i n g  a t  t h e  r e s o r t
h o t e l .  T h e i r
e x p e r i e n c e  f o c u s e s  o n
r e l a x a t i o n ,
h o s p i t a l i t y,  N i l e
v i e w s ,  p o o l s ,  t e n n i s
c o u r t s ,  d i n i n g
t e r r a c e s ,  w e l l n e s s
a r e a s ,  a n d  o u t d o o r
r e c r e a t i o n .

T h e  U s e  o f  t h e  M o u n t a i n  :  To  s o l v e  t h e  c l i m a t e
c h a l l e n g e  a n d  s y m b o l i z e  r e b i r t h ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e
e m p l o y s  a  b o l d  " s u b t r a c t i v e  s t r a t e g y "  b y  e x c a v a t i n g
d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  d e n s e  m o u n t a i n  t o p o g r a p h y.  I n s t e a d
o f  b u i l d i n g  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a s s  t h a t  f i g h t s  t h e  h a r s h
w e a t h e r,  c a r v i n g  i n t o  t h e  r o c k  c r e a t e s  a  p r o t e c t e d ,
i n t r o v e r t e d  v o i d .  T h i s  d e e p  c o u r t y a r d  b e c o m e s  a  l u s h
m i c r o c l i m a t e  s h e l t e r e d  f r o m  t h e  a r i d  e x t e r i o r,  u t i l i z i n g
t h e  r a w  m o u n t a i n  w a l l s  a s  a  n a t u r a l  t h e r m a l  b a r r i e r
a n d  c r e a t i n g  a  s e r e n e  s a n c t u a r y.

harsh , arid desert climate
and intense solar radiation 01 . The Subtractive Strategy

L A D Y B U G  T O O L  u s e d  f o r  a n n u a l  R a d i a n c e  S i m u l a t i o n

annual Radiance Simulation

02 . The Double Skin

  To  f u r t h e r  m a n a g e  t h e  e x t r e m e  s o l a r  r a d i a t i o n  a t  t h e
u p p e r  l e v e l s  a n d  e x p o s e d  e d g e s ,  t h e  d e s i g n  i n t e g r a t e s
a  s t r a t e g i c  " d o u b l e - f a c e d  s k i n "  w i t h  d e e p  h o r i z o n t a l
o v e r h a n g s .  T h e y  a c t  a s  a  c r i t i c a l  t h e r m a l  b u f f e r  t h a t
f i l t e r s  t h e  h a r s h  s u n l i g h t ,  r e d u c i n g  h e a t  g a i n  w h i l e
s t i l l  a l l o w i n g  n a t u r a l  v e n t i l a t i o n  t o  f l o w  i n t o  t h e
e x c a v a t e d  s p a c e s  b e l o w

T h e  f i r e  l i f e  s a f e t y  s t u d y  c o n f i r m s  t h a t  a l l  e v a c u a t i o n  r o u t e s  w e r e  r e v i e w e d  t o  e n s u r e
s a f e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  S i n c e  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a
s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m ,  t h e  m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e  t r a v e l  d i s t a n c e  i s  4 5  m e t e r s ,  a n d  a l l
m e a s u r e d  t r a v e l  d i s t a n c e s  r e m a i n  w i t h i n  t h i s  l i m i t .  T h e  e x i t  l o c a t i o n s ,  p r o t e c t e d
s t a i r s ,  a n d  e s c a p e  r o u t e s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  c l e a r  e v a c u a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  a n d
a l l o w  u s e r s  t o  r e a c h  a  s a f e  e x i t  w i t h o u t  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  d i s t a n c e .

T h e  s t r u c t u r a l  s y s t e m  i s  b a s e d  o n  f l a t  s l a b s  a n d  c o l u m n s  f o r  f l e x i b l e  p l a n n i n g ,  w i t h
s t r u c t u r a l  f r a m e s  u s e d  i n  e x h i b i t i o n  a r e a s  t o  a l l o w  w i d e r  s p a n s  a n d  o p e n  g a l l e r y
s p a c e s .  S i n c e  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  c a r v e d  i n t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n ,  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l s  a r e  u s e d  t o
s u p p o r t  t h e  r o c k y  t e r r a i n  a n d  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  c u t  s e c t i o n s .

P R O G R A M M A T I C  C O N C E P T S
Circulation & User diagram

challengesT H E  I N H E R I T E D  L I N K

F .l .S .  Study

structure study

NORTHERN  ELEVATION  SCALE                                                               1   :   500                        



3D MASTER SECTION A-A SCALE                                               

1.ENTRANCE  
2.DOUBLE HEIGHT  
3.MAIN EXHIBITION HALL  
4.CEO OFFICE  
5.SECRETARIAT  
6.KITCHENETTE  
7.OPEN OFFICE  
8.STORAGE  
9.WC  

10.TRANSFORMER  
11.GENERATOR  
12.CONTROL ROOM  
13.TERRACE CAFETERIA  
14.SHOPS  
15.KITCHEN  
16.MEETING ROOM  
17.SERVICE & BUFFET  
18.LANGUAGE ROOM
19.BACK OF THE HOUSE ( LAUNDRY,

TRASH &  SERVICE)
20.RECEPTION
21.RESTAURANT
22.GOLF CART STATION
23.BRIDGE OUTDOOR AREA
24.MAIN ENTRANCE PLAZA
25.VIP LOUNGE
26.HOTEL ROOM 
27.HOTEL SUITE
28.AUDITORIUM
29.CINEMA
30.GYM

PLAN AT LEVEL +95.00                                                                                                                                             SCALE                                                       1  :  1000 PLAN AT LEVEL +105.00                                                                                                                                            SCALE                                                       1  :  1000

PLAN AT LEVEL +90.00                                                                                                                                             SCALE                                                       1  :  1000 PLAN AT LEVEL +85.00                                                                                                                                             SCALE                                                       1  :  1000
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0 1  P V  T E X T I L E  S U R FA C E  W O V E N  H I G H -
P E R F O R M A N C E  T E X T I L E  W I T H  I N T E G R AT E D
P H O T O V O LTA I C  F I B E R S

T E X T I L E  W E AV E  &  P V  F I B E R  D E TA I L

C R O S S  S E C T I O N

0 2  T R A N S PA R E N T  P R O T E C T I V E  C O AT I N G  E T F E  /  T P U
C O AT I N G  F O R  W E AT H E R  R E S I S TA N C E  A N D  S E L F -
C L E A N I N G

0 3  I N S U L AT I N G  I N T E R L AY E R  E N C A P S U L AT I N G
L AY E R  F O R  I N S U L AT I O N  A N D  E N C A P S U L AT I O N  O F
P V  F I B E R S

0 4  B A C K I N G  T E X T I L E  L AY E R  L I G H T W E I G H T  T E N S I L E
B A C K I N G  F O R  S T R U C T U R A L  S TA B I L I T Y

0 5  T E N S I O N  C A B L E  S TA I N L E S S  S T E E L  T E N S I O N
C A B L E  C O N N E C T E D  T O  N O D E

1 . P V  T E X T I L E  S U R FA C E
2 . P R O T E C T I V E  C O AT I N G
3 . P V  F I B E R  L AY E R
4 . I N S U L AT I N G  I N T E R L AY E R
5 . B A C K I N G  T E X T I L E  L AY E R

A t  n i g h t ,  t h i s  s t o r e d
r e n e w a b l e  e n e r g y
a l l o w s  t h e  c a n o p y  t o
s o f t l y  g l o w.  T h i s
p r o v i d e s  b e a u t i f u l ,
s u s t a i n a b l e  l i g h t i n g
f o r  t h e  p u b l i c
c o u r t y a r d s  a n d
t u r n s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e
i n t o  a  s e l f -
s u s t a i n i n g ,  g l o w i n g
b e a c o n  o f  N u b i a n
h e r i t a g e  i n  t h e  d a r k
d e s e r t .

03 . Photovoltaic Solar Canopy

T h e  p r o j e c t  f e a t u r e s
a  1 0,0 0 0  m ²  s o l a r
f a b r i c  c a n o p y  t h a t
a c t s  a s  a  m a s s i v e
e n e r g y  s h i e l d .
T h a n k s  t o  A s w a n ' s
i n t e n s e  s u n ,  t h e
f a b r i c  g e n e r a t e s
e n o u g h  p o w e r  t o  r u n
t h e  M u s e u m  &
C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r ’ s
o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g
t h e  d a y  w h i l e
s t o r i n g  e x t r a  p o w e r
i n  a  b a t t e r y  s y s t e m .  

shotsT H E  I N H E R I T E D  L I N K

C H A L L E N G E S

PLAN AT LEVEL +110.00                                                    SCALE                                                       1  :  1000

PLAN AT LEVEL +115.00                                                    SCALE                                                       1  :  1000

1.ENTRANCE  
2.DOUBLE HEIGHT  
3.MAIN EXHIBITION HALL  
4.CEO OFFICE  
5.SECRETARIAT  
6.KITCHENETTE  
7.OPEN OFFICE  
8.STORAGE  
9.WC  

10.TRANSFORMER  
11.GENERATOR  
12.CONTROL ROOM  
13.TERRACE CAFETERIA  
14.SHOPS  
15.KITCHEN  
16.MEETING ROOM  
17.SERVICE & BUFFET  
18.LANGUAGE ROOM
19.BACK OF THE HOUSE ( LAUNDRY,

TRASH &  SERVICE)
20.RECEPTION
21.RESTAURANT
22.GOLF CART STATION
23.BRIDGE OUTDOOR AREA
24.MAIN ENTRANCE PLAZA
25.VIP LOUNGE
26.HOTEL ROOM 
27.HOTEL SUITE
28.AUDITORIUM
29.CINEMA
30.GYM
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SECTION B-B                                                               SCALE                                                                  1  :500                                      

1.ENTRANCE  
2.DOUBLE HEIGHT  
3.MAIN EXHIBITION HALL  
4.CEO OFFICE  
5.SECRETARIAT  
6.KITCHENETTE  
7.OPEN OFFICE  
8.STORAGE  
9.WC  

10.TRANSFORMER  
11.GENERATOR  
12.CONTROL ROOM  
13.TERRACE CAFETERIA  
14.SHOPS  
15.KITCHEN  
16.MEETING ROOM  
17.SERVICE & BUFFET  
18.LANGUAGE ROOM
19.BACK OF THE HOUSE ( LAUNDRY,

TRASH &  SERVICE)
20.RECEPTION
21.RESTAURANT
22.GOLF CART STATION
23.BRIDGE OUTDOOR AREA
24.MAIN ENTRANCE PLAZA
25.VIP LOUNGE
26.HOTEL ROOM 
27.HOTEL SUITE
28.AUDITORIUM
29.CINEMA
30.GYM



spaces 

E x c a v a t i n g  M e m o r y  R i s i n g  a b o v e  t h e
w a t e r  i n i t i a t e s  a  p h y s i c a l  j o u r n e y  b a c k
i n  t i m e .  T h i s  u p w a r d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a t h
r e v e r s e s  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l
f l o o d .  B y  a s c e n d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a r v e d
r o c k  s p a c e s  v i s i t o r s  e n c o u n t e r
m o n u m e n t a l  h e r i t a g e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  i n t o
t h e  l i g h t .  M o v i n g  u p w a r d  t r a n s f o r m s
t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n t o  a n  i m m e r s i v e  d i s p l a y
w h e r e  l o s t  h i s t o r y  i s  p u l l e d  b a c k  t o  t h e
s u r f a c e .

T h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  i s  d e s i g n e d  a s  a  g r a d u a l
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i k e  a l o n g  t h e  m o u n t a i n ,
w h e r e  v i s i t o r s  a s c e n d  t h r o u g h  c o r t e n -
s t e e l  s t a i r s ,  b r i d g e s ,  t e r r a c e s ,  a n d
s u s p e n d e d  p l a t f o r m s  e m b e d d e d  i n  t h e
r o c k y  s l o p e .  E a c h  l e v e l  r e v e a l s  a
d i f f e r e n t  f r a m e d  v i e w  o f  t h e  d e s e r t ,
w a t e r,  a n d  m o n u m e n t s ,  t u r n i n g
m o v e m e n t  i n t o  a  j o u r n e y  o f  d i s c o v e r y.
T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  r e a c h e s  i t s  c l i m a x  a t
t h e  o b s e r v a t o r y,  w h e r e  t h e  Te m p l e  o f
A m a d a ,  Te m p l e  o f  D e r r,  To m b  o f
P e n n u t ,  t h e  N i l e ,  L a k e  N a s s e r,  a n d  t h e
w i d e r  A s w a n  l a n d s c a p e  a r e  g a t h e r e d
i n t o  o n e  p a n o r a m i c  m o m e n t  o f
r e f l e c t i o n .

interior shots MUSEUM MAIN ENTRAnce Reception 

softscape study

I n  t h i s  s p a c e ,  t h e  w a t e r  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
N i l e  a n d  a c t s  a s  a  t i m e l i n e .  W h e n  y o u
a r e  a t  t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l ,  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n s
a r e  m o d e r n  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y.  B u t  a s
y o u  r i s e  a b o v e  t h e  w a t e r,  y o u  s t e p  b a c k
i n t o  h i s t o r y.  T h i s  u p w a r d  j o u r n e y
r e f l e c t s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  s u n k e n
m o n u m e n t s  o f  N u b i a  j u s t  a s  t h o s e
a n c i e n t  t e m p l e s  a r e  s u b m e r g e d
b e n e a t h  t h e  r i v e r,  m o v i n g  u p w a r d
t h r o u g h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f e e l s  l i k e  b r i n g i n g
l o s t  h i s t o r y  b a c k  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e .

T h e  s o f t s c a p e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  q u i e t  m o o d  o f  A s w a n ’ s
d e s e r t  c l i m a t e ,  u s i n g  d r o u g h t - t o l e r a n t  p l a n t s  t o
c r e a t e  a  c a l m ,  d r y,  s u n l i t  a t m o s p h e r e  t h a t  f e e l s
n a t u r a l ,  w a r m ,  a n d  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  r o c k y
l a n d s c a p e .
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04 . Mountain-Embedded Thermal Strategy

E m b e d d i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n  p r o v i d e s  h i g h  t h e r m a l
m a s s ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  r o c k  a n d  r a m m e d  e a r t h  t o  a b s o r b
h e a t  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  a n d  r e l e a s e  i t  s l o w l y  a t  n i g h t .  C o m b i n e d  w i t h
t h e  s o l a r  c h i m n e y  a n d  s t a c k  e f f e c t ,  t h i s  p a s s i v e  s t r a t e g y  h e l p s
b a l a n c e  i n d o o r  h e a t  a n d  t e m p e r a t u r e  n a t u r a l l y,  r e d u c i n g  c o o l i n g
d e m a n d  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  t h e r m a l  c o m f o r t  i n  A s w a n ’ s  h o t  d e s e r t
c l i m a t e .

S o l a r  C h i m n e y
 H e a t e d  a i r  r i s e s  n a t u r a l l y
 t h r o u g h  t h e  g l a z e d  c h i m n e y,
 d r i v i n g  p a s s i v e  v e n t i l a t i o n
 a n d  r e d u c i n g  c o o l i n g  l o a d s .

S t a c k  E f f e c t
 W a r m  a i r  r i s e s  a n d  e x i t s
 a t  t h e  t o p ,  d r a w i n g  i n
 c o o l e r  f r e s h  a i r  f r o m
 l o w e r  o p e n i n g s .

E x h a u s t  A i r  O u t l e t
N a t u r a l  Ve n t i l a t i o n
 C o n t i n u o u s  a i r f l o w
 i m p r o v e s  i n d o o r  a i r
 q u a l i t y  a n d  t h e r m a l
 c o m f o r t  n a t u r a l l y.


