
ARCHITECTURE AS AN ACT OF HEALING
VISION FOR CONFLICT   AND POST-CONFLICT TERRITORIES



border walls as a global phenomenon
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Since the end of the Cold War in 1989 there have been over 

26,000 km of physical elevated border, that is, six times what 

existed before. and the idea of a �Borderless� world has gained 

traction, symbolizing globalization, technological connectivity, 

and the free flow of goods, ideas, and people. 

However, paradoxically, the physical manifestation of borders 

has only Intensified. The construction of walls and barriers at 

national borders has surged, reflecting a growing desire to con-

trol migration, security, and territorial integrity. 

This duality underscores a striking contradiction: as the world be-

comes more interconnected in theory, it simultaneously reinforc-

es physical separations, highlighting the tension between ideals 

of openness and the realities of political and social division.

Borders, Fences and Walls _ Elisabeth Vallet e Jean-Jacques Roche _2014
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�Oceanic 

Islands �
An island is any piece of land that 
is surrounded by water.

An island is any object lost in an 
endless extension of a uniform 
element.

As such, the island is isolated.

The island is by definition remote, 
separated, intimately alternative.

The island is elsewhere.

Islands can be natural or artifi-
cial: atolls, rocks, volcanos, 
oases, Cities, Villeges.

In his L�île déserte, Gilles Deleuze 
divides islands into the oceanic
and the continental. Oceanic ones 
are �originary, essential islands�.
Continental ones are �accidental, 
derivative islands�.

Oceanic islands are the radical 
islands, truly isolated, not only in
space, but also in time.

Oceanic islands have no past.

Oceanic islands need to contain 
everything, because they cannot
rely on anything else.

Oceanic islands are fortresses 
(and fortresses are always 
doomed to surrender).

Continental islands are linked to 
something that exists close by or 
that existed sometime before.

they are the ruins of what previous-
ly contained them.

Continental islands are fragments. 
Continental islands can be part of 
a larger ensemble: an archipelago, 
a city, a Nation

San Rocco _ Islands _Matteo Ghidoni _ 2011



border walls as architecture
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