LOCATING ALHUJEIR VALLEY AND DEFINING THE PROBLEM
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PLACING ALHUJEIR VALLEY ON THE NATIONAL PHYSICAL MASTERPLAN

SUB-NATIONAL STRATEGY

Jabal Amel Natural Park
Jole Jusd k,.z:.«hll oyuk

On a sub-national level, we propose a conservation and nature project by establishing a natural park (10
years timeframe) composed of Al Hujeir Valley and the Jabal Al Rihane Biosphere, linking them through a
national eco-corridor system that annexes the Lebanese Mountain Trail, an already existing project.

Proposed Natural Park
Area: More than 10,000 hectares

o Wadi Al Hujair (2010) (Law 121/2010)
Protected Area Type: Reserve
Area: Approx 3,595 hectares

@ Jabal Al Rihane Biosphere (2007)
Protected Area Type: Biosphere Reserve
Area: 18,430 hectares.

%,

(3) Proposed Park Villages

According to the Law 130/2019:
Jabal Al A Nature Park is
e

“It refers to vast rural lands, partially inhabited, where the

relationship between humans and nature over the years has
ZAHRANY Legend P f y
"y, Buffer Zone made them a place distinguished by aesthetic, ecological, or
ey ) cultural value, and in most cases characterized by high
Eco corridor
NABATIEH

biodiversity and endowed with natural and cultural heritage
and/or remarkable natural landmarks recognized at the national
level and worthy of long-term protection.The management of
natural park lands balances economic development with the
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—— Caza Limits

RASHAYA

Proposed Regional

v Park Villages protection of the natural, cultural, and heritage features they
Litani Ricer B Existing possess. The park is organized on the basis of a joint park
Reserves project, the ‘Natural Park Charter,” defined under this law.”
Wa:ie::z:iair Existing Hima
PARK CHARTER Law 130/2019
A Charter (Legal tool)signed for 8 years
We propose that the following stakeholders sign the chart
BINT JBEIL
Proposed ()
Park Park
Joint Governance Authority Concerned UoM/
Repi 7 Municipalities of the
the Hujeir Reserve Representative from the villages
management Rihane Reserve
management
e
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Al Hujeir Valley is
not mapped in
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NATIONAL STRATEGY

NPMPLT

The National Physical Master Plan of the Lebanese Territory (NPMPLT) ignores
Al Huijeir Valley, and the area is not valued within the plan. While the NPMPLT
proposes a list of regional and national parks and highlights several exceptional
landscapes, it fails to recognize the crucial role that the valley could play as a
vital eco-corridor in South Lebanon and as a potential component of a regional
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PROPOSAL
PUT THE RESERVE ON THE NATIONAL MAP
Our goal is to make the reserve exist in the national agenda, ensure its long term

protection and possibly also to re-qualify it enviromentally and recreationally. We
aim to establish connectivity through eco corridors and national/regional parks.
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LEGALPROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT THE IMPACT OF WAR ON THE VALLEY’S
SHORTAGES IN THE VALLEY ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS

DAMAGEN ESTIMATES IN SOUTH LEBANON

In 53 Villages across the governates of Nabatiyeh and South Lebanon

Al Hojeir Valley Reserve
Legal Protection & Challenges
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METHODOLOGY: ANALYTICALLAYERS

Social, economic, mobility, ownership, and cultural layers Ecological systems and landscape layers
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SITE ANALYSIS AND KEY FINDINGS

Urban Spraw! between 1968 and 2026 Landscape composition Threats and risks
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URBANIZATION § MOBILIT RESERVE OF AL HUJAIR VALLEY
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CURRENT CONDITION OF THE VALLEY
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Camping
On elevated and mud-pressed trails In the valley's exquisite secluded
installed amidst the valley's perennial nature, mainly within specified area
oakand pine tree forests concentrated in the new buffer

Bird Watching

From installed sightseeing platforms

and bird-watching towers within the
valley's forests

Farming & Grazing
In communal gardens and farms estab-
lished by the municipality to support
local farmers

Local Produce Market
7
%

LaMaison du Parc Research Facility
To support local economies and Amanagement unit that supports local To document the reserve’s rich fiora
encourage productive functional inhabitants while promoting and fauna, and share ecosystem
agriculture eco-friendly tourismin the area knowledge with the community



Existing condition

SCARRED LANDSCAPE

* Burntland
and groves
o Damaged infrastructure
o Bomb craters
* Contaminated soil and water

SOCIO-ECONOMIC DECLINE

* Proliferation
of agricultural activities within the reserve, some
of which are undesirable and harmful

« Concentration of public activities ina
critical/rare species-rich area

e Archaic mills and Doubay
castle potential sites for
heritage tourism <

WATER EXPLOITATION

* Proliferation
of private artesian wells

* Exploitive extraction of water resources

« Blockage of river streams by concrete
channels

* Water contamination due to
waste dumping and
israeli aggression

o Rigid Buffer
Lack of Surveyance

Uncontrolled rural expansion
Proliferation of agricultural activities
inside the buffer and planting of
invasive species
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THE VALLEY’S LAYERED TRANSFORMATION

" Striked areas

' Phosphorus

" contaminated areas

Olive Trees and Carob
agriculture Area

Tobacco Agriculture
Orchards

Leafy greens

Irrigation Domain
Agricultural ponds
Water Spring
Public Well

Aquifer Recharge
Points

WWTP (Primary
Treatment)

Core Zone

Buffer Zone

Strategic intervetion

HEALING LANDSCAPE

o Healing via
bior iation and soil dec
* Reconstruction using rubble
* Land art and memorial creation

SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ..

* Prevention of
harmful agricultural activities in the reserve and
its buffer £

* Expansion of the agricultural domain
and encouragement of functional

agricultural practices for

economic regeneration

e Heritage tourism

Soft mobility -

; Taybeh

Touline
Wednesday -
Souk

WATER CAPTURE & RECHARGE

o Tertiary
treatment of wastewater

o Creation of seasonal water collection ponds

* Installment of water collection
networksand flood mitigation
systems :drywells, bioswales,
and diversion fields

 Adaptive
buffer
Scheme elaboration and detailing
Corridor buffers were established
Transitions zone complements the
buffer

Bomb craters become
biodiversity
hotspots

|
I
|
I
I
|
I
I
|
I
:
. ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT
|
I
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
I
|
|
I

Qabrikha
- Tuesday
Souk

¢~"y Bioremediation and Ecological

‘.- Restoration Area

e :‘ Bioremediation and Geoglyph/

~-* Memorial Area

]
~=* Area

., Bioremediation and Swapping for

Reconstruction

Reserve Service
Area

£ Agricultural and Complementary
Social Infrastructure Area

Bus Stop

—— BuslLine

iking Lane

-~ Elevated Pedestrian
Trail

W Parking

@ Heritage Tourism
Site

----- Heritage Trail
Weekly Souk

Irrigation Domain
O Complementary

ponds

Irrigation network

WWTP (Tertiary
Treatment)
Wastewater
treatment pipes
. Clean water
provision pipes

Core Zone
Buffer Zone

Transitional Zone

Sprawl Area

ProposedReserve
Expansion &
Service Area

Green Eco-Corri-
dors Bu

iffer

Primary & Second- - - - - - - - - -
aryGreen
Eco-Corridors

Riparian Corridors
Buffer

Blue Eco-Corri-
dors

Transition Zone

Buffer Zone

Restoration
Zones

Agricultural

Existing Road
Network

Urban Sprawl

Urbanization - -

Al-Hujeir Valley and
the Litani river and
rteries




THE FUTURE OF THE VALLEY

lllustrated isometric vision of the valley

Strategic actions
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STRATEGIC INTERVTION: HEALING THE WAR-AFFECTED LANDSCAPE

Acrater in Nabatiyeh, South Lebanon. Source: Skynews Arabia, 2025
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Acraterin Alma al Chaab, South Lebanon. Source: AFP, 2024

Acrater in Msayleh, South Lebanon. Source: AP, 2025

A -

- -
24

Acrater in Tyre, South Lebanon. Source: Hussein Chaaban, 2024 irkila, South Lebanon. Source: Aawsat, 20.
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FROM BOMB CRATERS TO BIODIVERSITY HOTSPOTS

Land Art Intervention Bomb-Crater Pond in the village

® Phase 1:
Assessment & Safety

Get the all-clear from
bomb disposal experts.
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- ; ¥ S SRR — Phase 2:
Secure the land.

Get permission, ownership,
or a stewardship
agreement in place.
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Memorial Drought Season

Signage

Landscape
Réstoration

¢ Phase 3:
Ecological Rehabilitation

gLand Art

Memorial“Art
® Phase 4:
Social & Memorial
Integration
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e Phase5:

Connect patches (trail
through the villages)

Memorial Art




