
Architecturebasedonmassive
load-bearingconstructionusing
stone,mud,andearly timbersys-
tems.Structuresareheavy, solid,and
limited inspan, relyingonwall thick-

ness forstability.

Structural systemsbecomemoreex-
pressivewithstonevaults,arches,and
buttresses.Timber framingdevelops
further,allowingtallerandmoreartic-
ulatedspatial formswithemerging

lightness.

Introductionofsteel, iron,andrein-
forcedconcrete transformsarchitec-
ture intoskeletal frameworks.Build-
ingsshift frommassto frame,en-
abling largespans,openplans,and

verticalgrowth.
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ANALYSIS SETTLEMENT AND SOCIAL STRUCTURE HISTORY

CIVILIZATION PATH

SOCIAL ANCHORS ACROSS TIME PROSPECTIVE ANCHOR SITE

SALAMIS
Eastward (to coast)

ST. BARNABAS
 WEST (in land)

MEDIEVAL

 Northwest edges  Nodal Point
SITE

1100 BC–400 AD 5TH–6TH C. AD 1192–1571 2025-

Social Anchor Surrounding buildings Swamp Major route Foot pathRuins in The sea Tidal inlet boundary Water supply Node Site

Religion became the new social glue. The monastery drew pilgrims, 
traders, and locals, anchoring society around faith, charity, and learning, 
while monks served as mediators of both spiritual and social life.

Theatre of Salamis (Roman Era)

The medieval city’s churches shaped daily life. Each parish formed a 
micro-community o�ering worship, charity, and learning, while the 
cathedral served as the cultural heart uniting rulers, traders, and citizens.

The amphitheatre and gymnasium acted as communal magnets, shaping 
civic pride and social interaction. Citizens met for performances, sports, and 
discussion — creating a shared identity in the ancient port city.

The Monastery of St Barnabas St Nicholas Cathedral (later Lala Mustafa Pasha Mosque)

The site serves as a prospective social anchor, envisioned to 
reconnect people through interactive spaces that promote 
dialogue, cultural continuity, and a renewed sense of community 
in Famagusta..
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ANALYSIS MOVEMENT AND PUBLIC SPACES

SITE CONTEXT 
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Primary and Secondary roads sandwiching 
the site, giving easy access

Lo

2 bus stops located at north and south, 
ensuring good public transport connectivity.

Less trees on site — low natural shading and 
biodiversity.

The site slopes to one side, which may 
complicate construction and drainage.

Heavy exposure to sunrise — ideal for passive solar 
design, natural lighting, or morning-oriented activities.

Site blocked from sun at sunset due to tall buildings 
— may a�ect natural lighting in the evening and 

create thermal imbalance.

Mixed neighborhood context (commercial + residential) 
allows for interactive or community-based design.

Surrounding tall buildings block visibility and limit 
visual connection from behind — could reduce 

prominence.
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ARCHITECTURE

SOCIETY

THEN NOW FUTURE?

COMMUNITYCENTER

The concept; a community center should ex-
press the identity of its communityȿpast,
present, and future. It becomesa sharedplace
where everyone belongs, like one large family
home, where materials, spaces, and atmo-
sphere reẊect the people who use it.

CONCEPT
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AẊowof learningfromthepast,experiencingculture,
andreẊectingonthepossibilitiesof thefuture.Connect
andobservehowfar wehavecomeandunderstandthe

journeythathasshapedwhoweare.
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Amidst themovementofdaily life, thecommunitycenterprovidesa
momentofpauseȿaserenesettingwherenature, culture,and

humaninteractioncometogether inquietharmony.
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COMMUNITY 
CENTER
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The inclusion of ramps anddirect entrancesmakes circulation in andout
of thespace intuitive, fosteringacontinuousẊowofusers while reducing
congestion in high-traẋc areas. Users are given the choice to pause and
observe or continuemoving through the space, maintaining a seamless

rhythmofmovementwhileconnectingbothsidesof thecity.
13



Marketshave longservedassocialanchors,bringingpeople together
througheverydayexchangeand interaction.Thismarketaccommo-
datesẊowervendorsand localproducestalls, reinforcingtheancient
commerceofCityɃs coastwhilecelebrating itscultural continuityand

community life.

14



The Facade reimagines the vernacular architecture of Cyprus through
the reinterpretation of ahŞap kepenk (wooden shutters), traditionally
usedforprivacyandforchannelingwindbyacceleratingairẊowthrough
narrowopenings. In thisdesign, the façadegoesbeyondenvironmental
performance to become a hybrid element that is both protective and
social.
It doubles as a warm, earthy, and welcoming seating surface that en-
courages interactionandcommunitygathering.Actingasboth skinand
structure, the façade shields the communityɃs values while simultane-
ously supporting its peopleȿcarrying social life at its edge and trans-
formingaboundary intoaplaceofconnection.

FACADE
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Skateboarding, as a rising youth culture, is transforming public space
into an active ẉeld of expression and interaction. Positioned at the
heart of the community center, it becomes the most dynamic layer of
the projectȿactivating space through movement, energy, and social

engagement 16
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GROUNDFLOOR

BASEMENT

OUTDOOR 

BASEMENT

FIRST FLOOR

User comfort is enhanced by the use of simple passive
design strategies topromote a thermally comfortable en-
vironment for its users. Skylights bring visibility andnatu-
ral daylight into the space, while narrow openings keep
spaces cool during summer by drawing in the prevailing
pre-cooled west wind. The air is pre-cooled before enter-
ing through evaporation from shallow pools, while circu-
lar corridors help extend and distribute wind deeper into
the interiorspaces.

 USER COMFORT AND PRIVACY

FIRST FLOOR - LIBRARYFIRST FLOOR - KINDERGARTEN

GROUNDFLOOR- TEXTILES BASEMENT- RESEARCH

Ᵽ :ⱥⱢⱢSECTIONBB

The courtyard-shaped system enhances natural ventila-
tionbydrivinghotairupwardandoutofthebuilding. Insu-
lated walls, Ẋoors, and roofs maintain comfort during
colder seasons. These simple strategies strengthen the
connection between indoor and outdoor spaces while
maintainingprivacyandthermalcomfort.

Theinclusionoframpsanddirectentrancesmakescirculationinandoutofthespace
intuitive, fosteringacontinuousẊowofuserswhilereducingcongestioninhigh-traf-
ẉc areas. Users are given the choice to pause and observe or continue moving
through the space,maintaining a seamless rhythmofmovement while connecting

bothsidesof thecity.
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Stonemasonrybecomesthe
heart of the community
center, articulated with
timber and concrete to blur
the lines between diẈerent
eras. This material dialogue
creates continuity, ground-
ing the space in memory
while fostering a strong
sense of belonging for all

users.

GROUNDFLOORCOURTYARD

BASEMENT

FIRST FLOOR

Ᵽ :ⱤⱢ
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LANDSCAPE

FiveretentionbasinsareplacedwithinthesiteɃsnatural
depressions: a large circular basin followed by smaller
leaf-shaped basins stepping down the slope.Water ẉl-
ters fromonebasin tothenext

The grassland serves as a Ẋexible community open
space for picnics, relaxation, and informal recreation,
fostering social interaction, family bonding, and out-
doorcommunityactivities.

Thecirculationpaths follow thesite's contours,promot-
ing the gradualmovement of stormwater andminimiz-
ing surface erosion. Four primary entrances are posi-
tioned along key desire lines identiẉed on the site, en-
suring intuitive access and strengthening connectivity
with thesurroundingurbancontext.

SITE

±ⱣⱢm

±8m

±Ⱬm

ORGANIC PATH OF OLD CITY
This landscape is inspired by the organic urban pattern of themedieval city of Famagusta, with
pathways derived from historic wetland formations. These paths are elevated to function as
stormwaterretentionelements,creatinganorganiccirculationnetworkthatintegrateshistorical
characterwithecologicalperformance.

sea
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A space that leaves its visitorswith a strong sense of
identity and belonging, reconnecting them with
their cultural roots. While people bring life and
meaning to the space, the space in turn leaves them
inspired,replacinguncertaintywithauthenticityand

fosteringadeeperunderstandingof thefuture.
.

Weare Emerging intowhat is now, hauntedand sur-
roundedbyechoesof thepast,wekeepour chinsup
and heads above water, facing an uncertain future
with quiet resilience. In a breath of relief, we ẉnd re-

Ẋectionand identityȿthis iswhoweare.
.

BASEMENT- SOUTH ACCESS

BASEMENT - GYM 20



MATERIALITY
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• ConsealedSteel stringer

• GuessetedSteel stiẈener
• RakarTimberbeam
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• CurvedTimber tiebeam
with jointslotted-in-steelplate
• Cedar treads, sealedẉnish
• Plantingsystem
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• ROOF

• ReinforcedConcrete
beam

• Rafter
• InẉllWoodenPanel
Ceiling
• Purlin
• Cavity insulation
•Woodẉbre insulation
• Breathermembrane
• Timber frame
• Clayroof tiles

8 • FLOOR-CLT
•WoodẊooring
• Foamunderlay
• Fibreboard
• Accousticmatting
• Fibreboard
• Floor joists
• Insulation
• Sylodyn
• CLTSlab

• FLOOR-RC1 • FLOOR-RC2
• Concreteslab
•Membrane
• Insulation
•membrane
• Screeding
• Flooring

• Soundproofglazing
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• Steelhanger - (beam)

• Timberbeam

• Load-bearingStonemasonry
Wall

•W.P.woodpannel
•Memebrane
• Insulation
• CLT

• AluminiumGutter
• Photovoltaicglassskylight
withdrainagesystem
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• Sprayedconcrete
• Rebar
• Rebarhangers
• 2Dsteel trusssystem
•Membrane
• Cavity insulation
• ẉre-prooẉng
•M.E.P.

• FoundationBeam
• Inẉll
•Membrane
• ConcreteSlab
• Insulation
•Membrane
• Screeding
• StonetileẊooring

• RC Beam

• Skatingramp19
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• CLTSHADE
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