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City quarter, Trnava

The proposed urban district is located on the northeastern edge of the city of Trnava, on currently undeveloped land in contact with industrial areas, 
a railway line, and a planned residential development of family houses. The area represents significant development potential for the city and offers 
the opportunity to create a new urban structure that will not only serve for housing but will establish a fully-fledged urban district with its own center, 
high-quality public spaces, and developed civic amenities. The site is bordered by the railway line to the east, the proposed Trnava city bypass to the 
west, and heavily trafficked second and third-class roads to the north and south. These transport lines represent significant barriers and negatives of 
the area, which the proposal deliberately transforms into positive development elements. 
 
The fundamental starting point of the urban concept is the existing railway stop. Relocating it closer to the development site allows the district’s 
growth to be based on the principles of sustainable mobility and public transport. The railway is transformed from a barrier into a major transport 
element connecting the district with the center of Trnava as well as the wider regional context. The relocated station becomes the main starting point 
of the design and the impetus for the creation of a new town center. Directly linked to it, a central square with an urban landmark is proposed, situated 
at the intersection of two main urban axes. 
 
These axes organize the entire spatial structure of the area, interconnecting the most important functions and public spaces, while also serving as 
the district’s primary orientation lines. Prominent civic amenities, such as a cultural center, a municipal market, a school, and the main public spaces, 
are concentrated along them. The axes terminate at significant public spaces and public transport stops, creating a clear hierarchy of nodes and 
movement patterns. The composition of the area is based on the principle of the gradual revealing of the landmark; it is not continuously visible, but 
appears in vistas as one moves through the district and subsequently disappears back into the built structure, creating a dynamic spatial experience 
and enhancing orientation within the area. 
 
The heart of the proposed district is the central park, located approximately in the middle of the site. The park forms the primary landscape and rec-
reational element of the design and is directly connected to the most significant public functions, including the municipal market, the primary school, 
the cultural center with an amphitheater, and other public spaces of various scales. The park fulfills recreational, community, and ecological functions, 
establishing a strong identity for the entire district. In a broader context, the design links into the green belt system of the city of Trnava. This system is 
reinforced particularly along the proposed bypass, where a protective and insulating green buffer is created to mitigate the negative impacts of traffic 
while simultaneously developing the area’s recreational potential. 
 
The built environment is organized into a system of superblocks, each consisting of four urban blocks. The superblocks are serviced by access roads 
running along their perimeter, whereas the interior spaces are designated primarily for pedestrian movement, leisure, and community activities. 
Courtyards create smaller public and semi-public spaces for the residents of individual blocks, fostering neighborly relations. Traffic within the super-
blocks is calmed, with an emphasis on the safe movement of pedestrians and cyclists. The blocks are shaped variably—receding in some places and 
projecting forward in others—creating a diverse spatial sequence that encourages a sense of exploration and increases the attractiveness of moving 
through the area. The edges of the blocks are designed to be permeable and active, with an emphasis on a high-quality ground floor (parter) and 
contact between public and private space. 
 
The height regulation of the buildings responds not only to the hierarchy of the district’s internal layout but also to its broader context. On the eastern 
and northern edges of the site, the buildings reach a height of approximately three stories. This lower scale is applied especially in contact with the 
planned development of terraced family houses, which reach a height of approximately two stories. Towards the center of the district and the urban 
landmark, the building height gradually increases to five or six stories. The height and massing solution also responds to the nearby architecturally 
and industrially valuable NUPOD mill from famous slovak architect Emil Belluš, which represents a significant landmark in the wider area. The urban 
structure is composed in such a way that a minor vista towards this building opens up through the administrative objects, which otherwise serve as an 
insulating wall against the railway line. 
 
The proposal also capitalizes on the potential for the transformation and intensification of neighboring zones, including industrial and commercial 
areas, as well as an area with garden cottages and smaller family houses. It anticipates the development of the entire area, with the proposed 
district serving as an initiator of systematic development and quality improvement for the surrounding parts. On the northern edge of the site, there 
is a planned development of terraced family houses. The proposal respects this development but does not directly continue its pattern, as the city 
management does not consider it a suitable model for further growth. The proposed district responds to this situation by creating a more compact, 
block-based, and character-defining urban structure of higher urban quality, which offers pleasant public spaces, a clear hierarchy of streets, and bet-
ter conditions for community life. The overall concept transforms what were originally barrier-like and problematic edges of the site into active urban 
development lines, creating a new urban district with its own identity, founded on quality public spaces, sustainable mobility, and a sophisticated urban 
composition.


