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Continuum of Knowledge — A Experiential Learning Space.

India

Collective Amnesia

A civilization that remains “alive” and holding its varied

cultural diversity.

Holistic healing

oices and Flavours

Kusum Lata Bakshi

| was 16 years
old, when they

W 25 year

Husin. He was

3 and

ting out in

the sun when 3-4
me and

pushed him, when
he asked what
they re doing,
they ed him

with bullefs.

Site — The Martand Sun Temple

Ancient Knowledge

Spiritual Wisdom
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<

Bansilal Sharma

i Wea've

thinking of go
back tfo Kashmir
the last 32 vears. We
used to think that we

would go after 2-3
months. We didn't
know that we would
have to leave
everything in Kashmir
and come here. Had
this  we

e preferred

Architectural Marvels

Anant Kumar Bhat

T
| come from

Kashmir's
Anantnag district.
The atmosphere
in my childhood
was conducive.

India's diversity flows
from
Kashmir was the
gateway that
welcomed the world
and
identity. For
centuries, it was the
first
different
languages and ideas
met
tfogether.

the top.

shaped  our

place where
cultures,

and fused

Ambreena

[1] - . N
Qur children can't

go anywhere, we
have been
abandoned and we
fear our children will
suffer the same fate,
We have no identity
of our own,

We live in a world where
we remember the
labels-religion, ethnicity
and ownership-but have
forgotten the Original
Purpose. The monuments
once built as
"Instruments of
knowledge" have been
reduced fo "symbols of
identity”  leading to
global friction and the
loss of our shared human
heritage.

The Russia-Ukraine War

Kashmir - The Land of Peace and Grace

Kashmir, a paradise on earth.

A land where mountains whisper peace.
Where rivers sing songs of serenity.
Valleys bloom with love and light.

A cradle of learning and wisdom.

Home to saints, poets and philosophers.
Where culture weaves a beautiful tapestry,
Of harmony, faith and timeless art.

Here, beauty breathes in every breeze,
And peace once dwelled in every heart.
Kashmir-a land of spirit and soul,

Forever shining in the light and hope.

It was the Intellectual Gateway, scholars,
astronomers, and philosophers from all over
the world traveled through the mountain
passes of Kashmir to enter the Indian
subcontinent. Kashmir was once the world's
center for Sanskrit learning and Buddhist
philosophy—a place where the mind was as
vast as the Himalayas.

The Story of KASHMIR

When you
lose your
heritage, you
lose your
identity.

e Lalitaditya Period (8th Century CE)
Era of glary, faith, and light

Ternples fell, faith faced fire
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standing  af  the The Martand Sun Temple-
center of this trauma The Glory of ancient
is The Martand Sun Kashmir.

Temple. It is the
ulfimate victim of this
amnesia.

It is a strong example of
ancient Kashmir. It reflects the
region's old traditions, ifs
understanding of astronomy.
Its spiritual practices and ifs
impressive style of building.

The Martand  Sun
Temple is not just a
ruin, but a Peak of
Knowledge. it is India’s
first  Sun Temple, a
celestial laboratory
designed to frack
fime and the cosmos.

Location: Situated near
Anantnag in Kashmir, built on a
high plateau overlooking the
beautiful landscape.

The Israel-Gaza & Lebanon Conflict

Period of Invasion and Destruction
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The US-lsrael-Iran Conflict

WHOQO BUITIT-TO — WHAT IS WAS BUILT FOR

The Sorrow of Kashmir

Once a song of peace and light,

Now wrapped in shadows of endless night.
The chinar bleeds where it once did bloom,
Its fragrance lost to fear and gloom.

The people wander, names erased,
Their roots forgotten, dreams displaced.
The river weeps a mournful tune,
Beneath a pale and silent moon.

The voice of love has turned to cries,
As hope still flickers, yet slowly dies.
But deep within the valley's heart,
A prayer for peace will never depart.

As the gateway to India. Kashmir's beauty
became its greatest burden. It became a
target for every empire. But every time
someone tried to own this heaven, they
ended up damaging its soul. Due to this the
people of Kashmir lost their homes, culture,
heritage and their own idenfity was
destroyed.

The people of
Kashmir lost their
homes, culture,
heritage and their
own identity was
destroyed. The
displacement  of
people led to a
displacement  of
memory.

Modern Era - Pain and Struggle
Loss, exile, fear, and endurance




Continuum of Knowledge

Form Evolution

Stone Geometry Continuity Memory

Nature

Layer Light

Level1[-2m]

Spatial Organization

Level 2 [+1.5m]

Level 3 [+3.5m]




The Shades of MATERIAL

The vertical surfaces are defined by a rhythmic installation
of Kashmiri Slate, from deep bark browns to ethereal pale
whites. In the inifial zones, the stone's darker, rugged
textures ground the space in the earthy, somber memory
of the Kashmiri landscape. As the user moves toward
enlightenment, the slate gradually shifts through gradients
of grey and warm taupe, eventudlly culminating in a
bleached, pale-white finish. This fransition doesn't just
change the color of the walls; it fundamentally alters the
luminosity of the space.

The materials are chosen from the Kashmir traditional
architecture.
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Sketches

Various
Experimental
spaces explored
through sketches
for the design
evolution.
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Furniture
The design proposes a revival of the cultural
node by reactivating its original purpose
through architecture that integrates past,
present, and future, organizing spaces into
thematic knowledge systems and
experiential journeys that heal, educate,
and reconnect. Ultimately, it argues that
while cultural centers may be targeted and
destroyed, reviving them can rebuild
communifies, proving that knowledge and
culture are never fruly lost.

Every piece is bespoke to its zone.

Visitor's Lounge

Archeology Exhibit

Learning Space The Old Kashmir

I

The Historic Martand

iy

Material
experience,
darker tone to lighter and the furniture
also aligns with if.

palette create a
they change

spatial
from the

Astronomy Exhibit

Traditional Art and Craft Display




Continuum of Knowledge

Auditory
(Sound)

Tactile
(Touch)

The sense of fouch
VN establishes the mos
intimate connection
between and your
architecture. By ufilizir
mate with contrasting e :
textures—such as raw, &
bush-hammered stone /
against satin-finished
metal—you invite users to

e physically with the I

ne user

Olfuclory \
{ (S mell)

Smell has the strongest

; link fo memory and
N [ emofio on. By integrating
‘. 0 > materials like
~. N S : o

Pian |I 195 within indoor-

— Earth .
H:rm;j out r buffers, if
Moo . Fresh creates a "scent-scape.
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Sensory interactive exploration

To bring back the sensory interactive experience once they had, the interior
spaces were carefully sculptured for not only to create visual interest also allows
the people to feel through olfactory.

The Shades of LANDSCAPE

The landscape is @
reflection of the
emotional fransition, moving
from the dense, darker-
shaded foliage of the Kashmiri
forests in the initial zones to an
increasingly ethereal, light-
toned garden at the journey’s

living
interior’'s

end. This botanical
choreography begins with

deep-green, rigid evergreens
that symbolize rooted memory
and hypervigilance, gradually
softening into silvery-green
species that filter dappled
light. As the visitor reaches the
final zone of enlightenment,
the flora becomes airy and
franslucent.

Amphitheatre

Geo Thermal Energy Piles

The geothermal energy pile system has been
used for the sustainable heating and cooling
of the building.
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Heverberation:

Dark-foliage
species and deep-
green.

Muted, light-
greens.

Silver-leaved plants,
white-flowering
species, and diry
ornamental grasses.

The grand volume of
the leaming space is
fo offer the
imagination to rise. It is

a space to rediscover

literature, Vedic
science, and
philosophy. It brings

back fthe wvalue of
Kashmir that once it
had.

Section of the walkway
\‘ ¢

The acoustic quality of a
space nes ifs soul,
whether it is a place of
or silent
y varying the
ions and volumes
one, it creates
u;ouﬂu
journey throughout the
building.
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Early morning

The roof is acting as a social space where
the community can gather.

The Path of Hyper-vigilance

The Feeling of Warmth

Night

This is inspired from the fraditional
Kashmir's roof and acts as an viewing
deck.

In the past, the culture was reflected
through soft, fraditional wood carvings.
Those same patterns are recreated in
hard metal to represent how culture has
changed over time.

The feeling of Trapped




Cultural Node — Community Settlement Cultural Node Destroyed Cultural Node Reactivates — Communities
Re-settled

This building proves that knowledge and culture can never be truly killed -
only reborn in different ways.



