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Under the neoliberal economic policies 
promoted by the Milei government, 
Argentina is once again placed within a 
narrative of “recovery.” Fiscal order, 
market freedom, the return of investment, 
and the shrinking of the state together 
produce a new political illusion. Yet in 
Tucumán, this recovery cannot be 
understood simply as a promise of the 
future. Located on a triangular site in 
northern Tucumán, the project takes as its 
main body a vast courtyard buried 
underground, organizing the theatre, 
broadcasting studio, art gallery, offices, 
and public spaces through a continuous 
system of ramps. Here, the Chinese 
courtyard becomes a spatial-political 
apparatus: it repeatedly draws viewing, 
walking, pausing, and gathering inward, 
relocating public life beneath the ground. 
To enter the building is therefore to 
descend into the depths of history.

In contrast to the underground 
courtyard, a lightweight volume is 
suspended above the ground by an airship 
100 meters in diameter. A square timber 
structure floats in the air as auxiliary 
facilities for performance, while a 
circular auditorium hangs below it, 
forming a theatrical machine detached 
from the earth. It symbolizes the national 
imagination rising again after economic 
liberalization: light, optimistic, and 
claiming to have escaped the weight of 
history, as if the future no longer needed 
to look back upon the land. Yet this ascent 
is not truly free. It is tied to the site by 
cables, structure, and axis, positioned 
between the military barracks and the 
burial pit of atrocities, forced to become a 
witness to history. So-called recovery 
does not begin outside the ruins; rather, it 
gains buoyancy from death, forgetting, 
and repressed history. The project thus 
transforms memorial architecture into a 
machine of contradiction: the 
underground preserves memory, the aerial 
theatre exposes illusion, and recovery 
merely floats, temporarily, above the 
silence of those who were killed.
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