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BUFFER

(1340 m2)

Buffer render
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Buffer Axonometric
GSEducationalVersion

Railway access

Grand Avenue access

Displaines Street access

BUFFER

GSEducationalVersion

Buffer Section

Street

White oak

Sugar maple

Northern red oak

Shagbark hickory

Wetland buffer

Bike lane

Rest station

Sand layer

Concrete tile sidewalk

Green barrier
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Buffer vegetation Winter render
Birds Pollinators Mammals Buttelfies Fish Insects High water 

consumption
Mid-high water 
consumption

Medium water
consumption

Mid-low water 
consumption

Low water 
consumption Nitrogen Fixer

White Oak
Keystone canopy, mast
15m-18m Crown spread

Northern Red Oak
High wildlife value
12m-15m Crown spread

Bur Oak
Drought tolerant, mast
15m-18m Crown spread

Sugar Maple
Shade, Soil enrichment
12m-15m Crown spread

Red Maple
Early season nectar
10m-12m Crown spread (m)

Downy Serviceberry
Early Fruit
4m-8m Crown spread

Sassafras
Host for several species
6m-9m Crown spread

American Hornbeam
Understory Diversity
6m-9m Crown spread

Ironwood Hornbeam
Understudy Structure
6m-9m Crown spread (m)

American Basswood
Strong Nectar Source
12m-15m Crown spread

Shagbark Hickory
Nut producer
12m-15m Crown spread

Bitternutt Hickory
Nut & Habitat value
12m-15m Crown spread

White Ash
Habitat & Structure
12m-15m Crown spread

Hackberry
Host for insects
12m-15m Crown spread

American Elm
Urban Tolerant
12m-18m Crown spread

Paper Birch
Pioneer Species
10m-12m Crown sprea

Green Ash
Riparian Value
10m-12m Crown spread

River Birch
Erosion Control
12m-15m Crown spread

Eastern Cottonwood
Rapid Shade, Ripirian 
15m-18m Crown spread

Black Widow
Bank Stabilization
10m-15m Crown spread 

American Sycamore
Large Ripirian Canopy
15m-20m Crown spread

Thornless 
Honeylocoust
Light filtering canopy
12m-15m Crown spread

Kentucky
Coffeetree
Unique seed pods
12m-15m Crown spread

Black Walnut
Nut Producer
12m-18m Crown spread

Blue False Indigo
Stabilizes Soil
0.8m-1.2m Crown spread
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RIVERFRONT

(2300 m2)

Riverfront Render
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Riverfront Axonometric
GSEducationalVersion

Water taxi stop

Floating platforms

Riverwalk

RIVERFRONT

Riverfront Section
GSEducationalVersion

Artificial wetlands

Riverwalk
Black willow

Northern water
plantain

Aquaculture 
platforms

Concrete 
tile Sand layer

Broadleaf 
cottail

Floating 
wetland cage

River
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Floating platforms
GSEducationalVersion

Riverfront vegetation
Birds Pollinators Mammals Buttelfies Fish Insects High water 

consumption
Mid-high water 
consumption

Medium water
consumption

Mid-low water 
consumption

Low water 
consumption Nitrogen Fixer

Broadleaf Cottail
Water filtration habitat
1m-1.5m Crown spread

Softstem Bulrush
Shoreline stabilization
1m-1.5m Crown spread

Dark-green Bulrush
Sediment retention
1m-1.5m Crown spread

Fox Sedge
Wetland cover
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Bristly Sedge
Water quality
improvement
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Broadleaf Arrowhead
Aquatic habitat
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Sessile-fruited Arrowhead
Aquatic stability
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Pickerelweed
Pollinator hotspot
0.6m-1m Crown spread

American Lotus
Habitat, shading
1m-2m Crown spread

American White 
Waterlily
Oxygenation, shade
1m-1.5m Crown spread

Watershield
Underwater habitat
1m-1.2m Crown spread

Common Water Plantain
Wetland food web
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Northern Water Plantain
Aquatic stability
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Common Rush
Soil stabilization
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Dudley’s Rush
Wet meadow value
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Sweetflag
Aromatic, filtration
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Cardinal Flower
High-value nectar
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Great Blue Lobelia
Moist-habitat pollination
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Northern Blueflag Iris
Stabilizes soils
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Marsh Marigold
Early nectar
0.5m Crown spread

Lizard’s Tail
Dense cover
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Nodding Beggarticks
Seed source
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Green Ash
Riparian canopy
10m-12m Crown spread

Black Willow
Bank stabilization
10m-15m Crown spread

American 
Sycamore
High wildlife value
12m-15m Crown spread (m)

Floating wetland 
cage

Floating aquaculture 
plattform

Wetland vegetation on the floating 
platform filters river water while 

aquaculture systems on adjacent 
platforms generate the nutrients that 

sustain it. The fish waste becomes a 
natural fertilizer and food source for the 

plants, and the plants purify the water 
that keeps the system functioning. This 

reciprocal cycle strengthens local ecology 
and supports small-scale economic 

activity by linking water remediation with 
food production.
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Winter render

The riverfront is designed as an adaptive edge that 
responds to shifting seasonal and climatic conditions 

while remaining fully accessible throughout the 
year. Its modular platforms and continuous paths 

accommodate changes in water level, temperature, 
and weather, ensuring a resilient public interface with 
the Chicago River. By prioritizing walkability and clear 
pedestrian flows, the design strengthens connections 
to the broader river network, transforming this edge 

into an active corridor that links Center with the 
larger urban and ecological systems of the city.
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ACTIVE PARK

(4060 m2)

Active Park Render
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Active Park Axonometric
GSEducationalVersion

ACTIVE PARK

Flooding amphitheater
Open pavillion

Flex spaces

Multi-sport court

Amphitheater uses

FloodedDry
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Amphiteather detail
GSEducationalVersion

Active park vegetation
Birds Pollinators Mammals Buttelfies Fish Insects High water 

consumption
Mid-high water 
consumption

Medium water
consumption

Mid-low water 
consumption

Low water 
consumption Nitrogen Fixer

White Oak
Keystone canopy, mast
15m-18m Crown spread

Northern Red Oak
High wildlife value
12m-15m Crown spread

Bur Oak
Drought tolerant, mast
15m-18m Crown spread 

Sugar Maple
Shade, soil enrichment
12m-15m Crown spread

Red Maple
Early nectar
10m-12m Crown spread

American 
Basswood
Strong nectar
12m-15m Crown spread

Shagbark Hickory
Nuts
12m-15m Crown spread

Bitternut Hickory
Nut & habitat value
12m-15m Crown spread

White Ash
Canopy structure
12m-15m Crown spread

Green Ash
Riparian/park value
10m-12m Crown spread

Hackberry
Host species
12m-15m Crown spread

American Elm
Urban tolerant
12m-18m Crown spread

Paper Birch
Pioneer
10m-12m Crown spread

River Birch
Erosion control
12m-15m Crown spread

Eastern
Cottonwood
Rapid canopy
15m-18m Crown spread

Black Willow
Bank stabilization
10m-15m Crown spread

Nitrogen-fixing shrub, 
wildlife cover
1m-3m Crown spread

Thornless 
Honeylocust
Light-filtering canopy
12m-15m Crown spread

Kentucky 
Coffeetree
Tolerant, unique pods
12m-15m Crown spread

Black Walnut
Nut producer
12m-18m Crown spread

Ironwood
Understory structure
6m-9m Crown spread 

American Hornbeam
Understory diversity
6m-9m Crown spread

Sassafras
Host plant
6m-9m Crown spread

Downy Serviceberry
Early fruit
4m-6m Crown spread

Black Cherry
Fruit source
9m-12m Crown spread

Indigo Bush

Main column

Secondary support

ETFE envelope

CHS structure

Tension rod
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Winter render

The Active Park concentrates the project’s highest 
level of outdoor activity, offering expansive open 

spaces for gathering, movement, and cultural 
expression. Its flexible layout accommodates 
everything from casual recreation to larger 

community events, allowing users to occupy the 
landscape in multiple ways throughout the day. By 
providing generous, unobstructed areas for public 

life, the park strengthens social interaction and 
establishes an energetic outdoor core within the 

overall system.
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LANE

(1184 m2)

Lane Render
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Lane Axonometric
GSEducationalVersion

Aeroponics Vertical farming Medical farming Hydroponics Compost Mushroom Entomoculture

Barrier against cool wind

LANE

Circularity
GSEducationalVersion

Greenhouse Product Stand

Brewery

Communal 
Kitchen

Medicinal Plant
Stand
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Production Section Program 

Medical farming
Healing plants that promote 

health, ancestral knowledge, and 
connections between body, land, 

and community.

Vertical farming
Modular greenhouse using 

verticality to grow food, linking 
the urban and productive realms 
in a dense, efficient landscape.

Aeroponics
Suspended systems optimizing 
air and water use, showcasing 

the most advanced agricultural 
technology toward the street.

Entomoculture
Insect cultivation as an 

alternative protein source and 
composting agent, integrating 
biodiversity and responsible 

production.

Mushroom planting
Humid, shaded greenhouse 

where fungi decompose organic 
matter, acting as indicators of 

ecological health.

Compost
Organic waste becomes fertile 
soil, closing productive cycles 

and regenerating the site’s 
ground.

Hydroponics
Water-based greenhouse 

minimizing land use, optimizing 
resources, and fostering research 

on plant nutrition.
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Greenhouse detail
GSEducationalVersion

Lane vegetation
Birds Pollinators Mammals Buttelfies Fish Insects High water 

consumption
Mid-high water 
consumption

Medium water
consumption

Mid-low water 
consumption

Low water 
consumption Nitrogen Fixer

American Plum
Early fruit
4m-6m Crown spread

Prairie Crabapple
Fruit for wildlife
5m-7m Crown spread

Chokecherry
Fruit for wildlife
4m-6m Crown spread

Saskatoon Serviceberry
Edible berries
3m-5m Crown spread 

Allegheny 
Serviceberry
Early nectar/fruit
3m-5m Crown spread

Red Mulberry
High fruit yield
6m-9m Crown spread

Hackberry
Host species
12m-15m Crown spread

European Pear
Fruit (ornamental/edible)
4m-6m Crown spread

Callery Pear
Urban tolerant
4m-6m Crown spread

Hex head bolt

Hex head boltSteel bracket

1/2” steel plate

Tensegrity joint

Glulam GL28 wood

1/2” steel plate

Steel angle 
bracket

ETFE Cover
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Winter render

Lane consolidates the project’s productive vision 
by integrating diverse greenhouse plots that supply 

fresh, local food while demonstrating adaptable 
agricultural models. Each enclosure responds to 

seasonal conditions, opening or closing as needed to 
maintain year-round cultivation. Through this system, 

Lane strengthens the internal economy, supports 
residents directly, and reinforces a self-sufficient 
community grounded in health, resilience, and 

sustainable production.
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NUCLEUS

(4600 m2)

Nucleus Render
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Nucleus Axonometric
GSEducationalVersion

Access points Pocket lawns Soft pallette at the edges

NUCLEUS

Nucleus section
GSEducationalVersion

Soft pallette

Herbaceus and 
flowers

Dense vegetation at 
the center
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Nucleus vegetation Winter render
Birds Pollinators Mammals Buttelfies Fish Insects High water 

consumption
Mid-high water 
consumption

Medium water
consumption

Mid-low water 
consumption

Low water 
consumption Nitrogen Fixer

Canada Anemone
Groundcover
0.3m–0.6m Crown spread

Compass Plant
Tall prairie structure
1.8m–2.4m Crown spread

Gray-headed Coneflower
Seed for birds
1m-1.5m Crown spread 

Garden Phlox
Mid-summer nectar
0.5m-1m Crown spread 

Harebell
Rocky prairie
0.2m–0.4m Crown spread 

Smooth Aster
Late-season nectar
0.6m–1m Crown spread

Golden Alexanders
Umbel nectar
0.5m–1m Crown spread

Boneset
Wet prairie
0.6m–1.2m Crown spread

Wild Petunia
Dry prairie
0.3m-0.5m Crown spread 

Meadowsweet
Moist soils
1m–1.5m Crown spread 

Steeplebush
Wet shrub
1m–1.3m Crown spread

Chokecherry
Fruit for wildlife
4m–6m Crown spread

Purple Coneflower
Key prairie nectar
0.6m–1m Crown spread

Black-eyed Susan
Pioneer species
0.3m-0.9m Crown spread 

Orange Coneflower
Late nectar
0.6m-1m Crown spread 

False Sunflower
Seed source
0.6m–1m Crown spread

Butterfly Milkweed
Monarch host
0.3m–0.6m Crown spread

Wild Bergamot
Pollinator powerhouse
0.6m–1.2m Crown spread

Rough Blazing Star
Tall nectar
0.6m–1.5m Crown spread

Smooth 
Blue Aster
Late nectar
0.6m–1.2m Crown spread

Foxglove Beardtongue
Early flowers
0.5m–1m Crown spread

Mountain Mint
Strong nectar
0.5m–1m Crown spread

Blue Vervain
Moist-soil species
1m-1.5m Crown spread

Bur Oak
Large mast-producing canopy
15m-18m Crown spread

American 
Sycamore
Large riparian canopy
15m-12m Crown spread 
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CULTURAL AXIS

(2252 m2)

Cultural Axis Render
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Cultural Axis Axonometric
GSEducationalVersion

Open galleries Open work stations
Connection beneath the 

buildings

CULTURAL AXIS

Connectivity with the Building & the Casino
GSEducationalVersion
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Cultural axis section
GSEducationalVersion

Cultural bridge

Casino access

Grand Ave access

The Cultural Axis establishes a continuous path from 
the avenue to the new casino, forming a vibrant corridor 
dedicated to artistic activity and public expression. 
Along this route, sculptures, installations, and works by 
local artists are displayed in an open setting that invites 
interaction rather than passive observation. The space 
accommodates outdoor workshops, performances, 
and temporary exhibitions, transforming the axis into 
a dynamic platform where culture becomes a shared, 
everyday experience.
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MARKET

(2339 m2)

Market Render
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Market Axonometric
GSEducationalVersion

Fruit trees

Movable stands

Kiosks

MARKET

Uses Axonometric

GSEducationalVersion

MEDICINAL PLANTS STAND

herbal tea essential oils

natural remedies aromatherapy

native plants

plant based

dried herbs
functional mushrooms

botanical skincare

INSECTS STAND
insect snack bar

protein powders

insect observation

pollinator awareness

insect farming

honey & bee products

butterfly education

natural dye

insect-derived materials

cricket flour

apiary equipment

GREENHOUSE PRODUCT 
STAND

plants boutique

seedlings & starters

hydrophonics products

microgreens corner

urban farming supplies

flowers & bouquets

organic fertilizers

plant pots gardening tools

houseplant care

craft stores
CULTURAL STAND traditional textiles

local music & vinyl history & heritage

community art galleryhandcrafted jewelry

ceramics & pottery

literary & poetry traditional games

photography history

VEGETABLE STAND

organic produce bundle

farm to table

fermented food
mushrooms booth

root vegetables

salad bar

seasonal harvest

culinary herbs

vegan snacks
urban farm produce

second-hand clothing

THRIFT STORE

upcycled fashion 

vintage apparel

furniture restoration

fabric scraps

student clothing

repaired electronics

tool library

recycled materials

denim repair

zero-waste

CONVENIENCE STORE
mini-market

refill station

healthy snacks
local goods

night essentials

water & hydrationemergency kits

quick-stop shop

on-the-go breakfast

24/ essentials

eco-cleaning products

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
STORE

home goods

wood crafts

ceramic homeware

fiber textiles

candles

recycled accessories small electrinics

woven goods

bathroom essentials

local food

STREET VENDOR
fruit cups

natural juices
handmade sweets mobile bakery

ice-cream pushcart handmade toys

mobile flowers 
street art

shoe cleaning station

eco-friendly hair care
BEAUTY SALON

natural cosmetics
barbershop

nail care

henna tattoo

skincare treatments hair accessories

braiding station

relaxation booth

natural fragances

cold brew bar

CAFÉtea house

pastry café

kombucha top bar

matcha stand
plant-based café

chocolate & cocoaespresso-to-go

seasonal drink artisan bakery
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Stand detail
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Market vegetation
Birds Pollinators Mammals Buttelfies Fish Insects High water 

consumption
Mid-high water 
consumption

Medium water
consumption

Mid-low water 
consumption

Low water 
consumption Nitrogen Fixer

Purple Coneflower
Core nectar species
0.6m-1m Crown spread

Black-eyed Susan
Pioneer
0.3m-0.9m Crown spread

Butterfly Milkweed
Monarch host
0.3m-0.6m Crown spread

Wild Bergamot
High nectar
0.6m-1.2m Crown spread

Lanceleaf 
Coreopsis
Early-summer
0.3m-0.6m Crown spread

Blazing Star
Tall nectar
0.6m-1.2m Crown spread

New England Aster
Late nectar
0.6m-1.5m Crown spread

Canada Goldenrod
Wildlife seed
0.6m-1.5m Crown spread

Wild Columbine
Early nectar
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Foxglove 
Beardtongue
Early nectar
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Smooth Aster
Late-season nectar
0.6m-1m Crown spread

Golden Alexanders
Umbel nectar
0.5m-1m Crown spread

Boneset
Wet prairie
0.6m-1.2m Crown spread

Wild Petunia
Dry prairie
0.3m-0.5m Crown spread

Northern Red Oak
High wildlife value
12m-15m Crown spread (m)

Black Walnut
Nuts
12m-18m Crown spread 

Shagbark Hickory
Nuts

12m-15m Crown spread

Shellbark Hickory
Nuts
12m-15m Crown spread

American Persimmon
Fruit source
6m-12m Crown spread (m)

Cockspur 
Hawthorn
Shrub-tree structure
4m-6m Crown spread 

Downy Hawthorn
Fruit
4m-6m Crown spread

Washington Hawthorn Red Oak
Showy fruit
4m-6m Crown spread 

American Black Currant
Fruit
1m-2m Crown spread

Cornelian Cherry
Fruit
3m-5m Crown spread 

Nannyberry
Viburnum
High wildlife value
3m-m Crown spread (m)

Steel bracket

SIP panel wall

Joint 1

Joint 2

Joint 3



94 95
GSEducationalVersion

Winter render

The Market defines the project’s most active 
economic edge, positioned along the street to 
support a wide spectrum of commerce—from 

informal vendors to small businesses and larger 
permanent stalls. While a proposed business 

model provides a structural framework, the space is 
intentionally open-ended, allowing the community 
to appropriate it according to evolving needs and 

opportunities. Its flexibility encourages an ever-
changing variety of uses, reinforcing a dynamic 

local economy that operates in synergy with Lane’s 
productive greenhouses. Together, they form a 

circular system where production and exchange are 
seamlessly integrated into daily life.


