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FROJELCT NHME: THE RETURN

ncient Mesopotamian
.period (c. 4500 BCE )

ﬁ:ﬂ In ancient Mesopotamia, Hill Jassan

- g cerged as one of the hills used as a

: | Sumerian military fortress to repel

Persian attacks, taking advantage of its frontier location and

' pawfal clevarion for suryeillance and control. Settlement on

B 7 (e hill was also shaped by environmental conditions, as

¥ “scasonal floods from the Persian side submerged the
surrounding | ds, prompting inhabitants (o reside on the
tlcnt% site for safcty and stability.

tivelyvaffect
the physi
conditions of the hill. As a result of wars,
neglect, and the absence of maintenance, Hill
Jassan entered the twenty-first century facing
serious challenges to its survival as a living
community. From the very beginning, the hill
was home o 337 families, but over time, these
families began leaving gradually in search of
better living conditions due to the lack of basic
services. By 2020, the number of resident
families had declined to 70, and by 2024, only
30 families remained on the hill, Those who
stayed continue (o resist leaving, holding firmly N s o T B A fer 2000 o P N & 4 7
to the hillﬂl')" of the [)IICE and the hen'tlgc of b ol \ o d o _‘J- (Eai'li,-' :-E:ll' htﬁ f_-{'f'.-.‘Illlll'}"} 4 3 '. &f # f)unﬂg the Millennium {:Eﬂﬂﬂj :
their ancestors, even as living conditions grow ‘ EordaerT T N . ; Qe A b
increasingly difficult. Stage One — A Life of Simplicity and Connection to Place

Stage Two — Migration to the Outskirts
Stage Three — Revival
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Late 7th-early 8th |
century (Early Islamig . '+
veriod, AHajjaj’'s pule) .~
3 g During the Islamic period, Hill 4 . @

Jassan had two main roles after s e
Al-Hajjaj al-Thagafi came to Wasit. It became a military base
to protect the area and control the mair} roads. At the sanie
time, it also became tfndmg place, serving as a stop for L
caravans coming from Persia. This way, the hill was important _ -
both for defense and for trade in the region. Ea
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ol 2 Gull War and Sancflons Period (1990s): = RN ~. ~ h | Wii
19908 ?uﬁng the Gulf w‘t[::: ﬂ: Carpet Dyeing: Carpet Weaving: Date Products: P{Jtter}f: Night Lantern Tour: Be a Jassani for
ol.lowmg' sanctions, 0 Coloring carpets and
investment and resource I-Emit}" led o fabrics, preserves heritage
deterioration of infrastructure and historical
buildings on Hill Jassan, negatively impacting
v heritage preservation and the overall Living
gonditions in the arca.
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Hand—weavﬂig traditional Pi‘{:}cassing and A night tour with One D ay

N y
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: d: i o 5 : traditional vessels, sold

s : earpets, income source and pmducmg dates lanterns fEﬂtLll'iﬂg the

lr::mll}r and to visitors.
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and attracts visitors.
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The Return project is based on two main axes: » 10-19L N centuries
I * The first axis starts from the traditional craft workshops and ends at the old market, I

Traditional Crafts Project Impact

T-::uurism—B{:u:asting Activities

Mud Construction:

. - Buildi 18 traditional imuses,
encompassing along its path the museum, mosque, documentation center, cafés, and § During thelOttoman perioc o A A

Irestaurants} forming the cultural and touristic route of the mound. - n the 18th and 19th centuries -
» The second axis passes through the old residential area to rehabilitate the historic A B(1700-1899), Hill Jassan was a

preserves historical character.

)

Im'ganic fabric and improve the living environment for the residents. \ i‘ center of Ottoman - ° :
= S gadministration as part of the 3 ot 9

Festival:
Traditional Shoes & Old Phnmgraphy: Traditional Food

Showcas ing

postal

IThE project aims to revitalize the mound by activating cultural tourism and preserving I B \ut district. The hillavas used to collect tax
the authentic Sumerian identity, while integrating the past with the present through the (ees’ and levi 1it Cved m hub fo
revival of crafts, architecture, and social memory. It also seeks to revive the ancestors’ I e S :

architecture - mud-brick architecture - as a symbol of simplicity and authentic local » mﬂ‘“‘“m‘fu‘““ with mw and m“ ong
the rem Ot on the hill dre a
two-s i

entity. y
i Y - - gt s g
', area, and Mmiftm%iﬁsﬂmlz = JORREdALU] PEEIE WA e O affected development and maintenance. Despite
S : o i ' engaged in agriculture, tock and is, the hill initially endured thanks to strong famil
AN TS IS AN @19 folc duling that time. e LWOSking: withr dutcs 29 Il Srcg o8 - andicryfty ties and multiple generations living together
‘9 z 5 o« S nﬁlphytdeImk,indudmgmMrk,urpcuuﬁ;ﬁd' "\ P8 G :
S 2 & carpet dyeing, which reflected the community's traditional skills.
residents relied heavily on self-sufficiency and manual effort, creating a

simple but sustainable way of life rooted in their environment and heritage.

3 T : Iraq-iran War (1980-1988): Carpentey: fumitut

. - / s _ 3 bW o :

Be fore 1 2 ) Mﬂl‘t ’)19,_!!11! » . l 808 l)urmg |h¢ lﬂq—lm w.,[‘ H[l] Makmg baskets and covers, A A N Clothes bRkt and (SuLh as Klshk)
b J | Wﬂﬂ:ﬂ . 9 ]assm faced chlllengcs dﬂt to additional income. products

period of calm and stability. on the hill travel restrictions and limited resources, which

-Support local residents -Preserve cultural - Distinguish Al-Tal from other - Encourage youth to

with a steady income. heritage and handicrafts. areas and attract cultural tourism. learn traditional crafts.
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Intervention Levels Plan

Plans Showing
the Tell’s

Elevation Above

Training WorkshoPS o BN SR
Surrounding . P S % ;
Religious Area Areas. N

Traditional Jassan Houses
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Restaurants

Documentation Center
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Jassan Heritage Museum
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