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THE PARISH CHURCH IN GUBIN IS LOCATED ON THE 
POLISH–GERMAN BORDER, IN THE TOWN OF GUBIN. 
IN THE PAST, THE CITY CENTRE WITH ITS PUBLIC SQU-
ARE WAS SITUATED IN THE IMMEDIATE SURROUN-
DINGS OF THE CHURCH. DURING THE SECOND WOR-
LD WAR, HOWEVER, THE SURROUNDING BUILDINGS 
WERE DESTROYED, AND THE CHURCH ITSELF WAS SE-
VERELY DAMAGED, ALMOST COMPLETELY RUINED. 
 
ABOVE ALL, IT WAS THE PEOPLE WHO SUFFERED 
MOST DURING THE WAR. SINCE TIME IMMEMO-
RIAL, CHURCHES HAVE SERVED AS PLACES OF RE-
FUGE IN TIMES OF UNCERTAINTY AND CRISIS. MY 
AIM IS THEREFORE TO RESTORE A SENSE OF REFU-
GE TO THIS SITE – TO CREATE A CALM PUBLIC SPA-
CE WHERE PEOPLE CAN SPEND TIME, AND TO RE-
TURN TO IT THE VALUE THAT WAS LOST IN THE PAST. 
 
HISTORICALLY, CHURCHES WERE BUILT AS REFE-
RENCES TO THE GARDEN OF EDEN. DURING THE 
WAR, THE CHURCH WAS STRIPPED OF ITS ORIGI-
NAL FUNCTION, AND THE HIERARCHY OF SPACES 
WAS DISRUPTED. INSPIRED BY THE REFERENCE 
TO THE GARDEN OF EDEN, I PROPOSE TO CREATE 
A PRIMARY GARDEN FUNCTION WITHIN THE IN-
TERIOR, SERVING AS A PUBLIC SPACE AND A PLA-
CE FOR GATHERING. AT THE SAME TIME, I HAVE 
DESIGNED A STRUCTURE THAT FORMS PART OF 
A CAFÉ DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS AND 
ALSO PROVIDES ACCESS TO THE CHURCH ROOF, 
WHICH FUNCTIONS AS A VIEWING PLATFORM. 
 
THE PROPOSAL ALSO INCLUDES THE CREATION OF A 
CAFÉ SPACE AND A WORKSHOP AREA FOR THE CUL-
TURAL CENTRE LOCATED ADJACENT TO THE CHURCH. 
 
I AM ALSO RESTORING THE SQUARE IN FRONT OF 
THE CHURCH, WHICH WAS SIMILARLY DESTROYED 
DURING THE WAR. THE TREE USED BOTH IN THE SQU-
ARE AND INSIDE THE CHURCH SERVES AS A SYMBO-
LIC ELEMENT, REFERENCING THE DESTROYED ELE-
MENTS OF THE PAST – THE FORMER PILLAR IN THE 
SQUARE AND THE MAIN ALTAR IN THE PRESBYTERY.
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