The in(be)tween

“A living archive refers to practices and
environments that connect the organisa-
tion, curation and transmission of memory
with present-bound creative, performative
and participatory processes.”

— Amelia Sabiescu’

This project began with two questions:
What can be done with abandoned spac-
es? And who gets to define the cultures
and ideas that hold value?

As the second, individual phase of a pro-
ject exploring archives in relation to peo-
ple, the proposal is situated in Makokoba,
one of Bulawayo’s oldest working-class
communities.

The project challenges the idea of culture
as only traditional African heritage. While
these histories remain important, it also
views culture as the everyday social spac-
es, relationships, and collective experienc-
es that shape community life.

By bringing together traditiona Ndabele
Architecture references and the lived
realities of Makokoba, the Living Archive
becomes a space where memory is not
only preserved but continuously created,
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What can we do with abandoned space ?

Initial Conceptual

Work

Makokobas structures though weathered by time,
still breathe the stories of protest, culture, and
bravery . Their crumbling walls hold whispers of
defiance and devotion. This architecture; unconven-
tional yet profoundly grounded in tradition,stands
as both memory and resistance. It reshaped my
thinking of what belongs to culture, what endures as
“traditional,” and what evolves through change.

Makokobas form carrying its history
Photography 1

Makokobas forms carrying its history
Photography 2



Bulawayo.A site of protest

Bulawayo means ‘The one to be Killed’
It is the site of Protest and was very crucial for Zimbabwes inde-

pendence from colonialism

Bulawayo.A site of history

Stanley Hall

Cultural Fabric

Important Cultural Centre Makhu-
malo

-Flat rectalinear form

-Small windows and Doors

Beer Garden cultural centre
-traditional Plants
-Pitched roof

Homes
-Timber and steel used as fenc-
ing, emphasis on door ways

Big Bhawa -Important meeting point
-History on the walls

Site - Stanley square now Ekamba Market
-Timber crafts



S/l—e ID/an Pl’Ogl’amm/g | | Sustainability was an important aspect of the building .A blue

. 'S . N roof gathers water for crops, while rammed earth walls, solar
Programmes in the building mirror Bulawayo activites panels, and a timber facade weave sustainability it..

Entrance

»

Public spaces with access to water
taps, Rooftop, Public taps,

Blue Roof
Semi private space
-Courtyard space *
- Lecture rooms
--shared communal space

Rammed Earth Timber Facade Solar Panels

Private space surrounding enclosed
courtyards

-living space

-offices

Public Archives spaces holding
history, local art and exhibitions

| chose Stanley Square as my site, once a place of gathering it now lies as unused seg-

regated space.

To activate the site and connect it to other important spaces ,the galleries that represent Entrance
these old cultural spaces unfold in the same rhythm as the community centers ; a reflec-

tion of how these spaces once gathered people, stories, and life.This map references the

earlier site analysis map showing the relationship of the archives with the existing cultural

centres and the building to its context.
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Publically accessible service space
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Sjte Plan @ Axonometric Program diagram Library, Clinic Blue Roof detail



Final Drawings Final Drawings

1. Gallary of Reflection when it rains it could be transformed to a space
that celebrates and connects people in a shared act of water collection

2. Library space with external seating space where people can congre-

gate in an inside outside space with fresh air
view of kenkini bus
Second Floor Plan station

Second Floor Plan

Floor plans balance the fluidity of traditional Ndebele spatial patterns view of market

with the rigidity of the archives, creating a deliberate tension in the way
people move through the building amplifying the idea of protest.

3. Library space with ambient light and light timber structure books on
Ground Floor Plan First Floor Plan the bookshell walls



Final Drawings Interventions on Site

Section A-A
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Steel seat attached on walka- Concrete seat cas insitu to Steel seat on ground level for en- Gallary of Art, central core with galleries framing it~ Gallary of protest , it has a main sitting /gathering Community Market concrete platforms that draw Gallary of Observatory , a tall

ble roof .The steel is recycled match the reused concrete gagement with site Light comes in through the glass covered volume area that reflects meeting points during protests people in from the street edges observatory with galleries on
Section B-B from scraps around the area blocks pavers timber every floor

e

West elevation Community Market: Street Interventions: Recycled steel as seating and concrete . Bricks Gallery of Art

from previous building



