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CULTURAL LIVING ROOM (MODE 1)

La Plaza introduces The Sub-Desert Earth-Coupled Hub, a two-story
resilience center that uses massive berms of native desert earth to
create a protected, cool sanctuary for community and crisis alike.
During normal times, La Plaza actsa a true cultural living room for the
Anteiope Valiey Latino community, providing a welcoming home for
quinceaneras, weddings, and weekly multi-generational family
gatherings. The spacious open-pian assembly hall is wrapped in warm
wood textures from its mass timber framing, a large community mural,
and bilingual sign systems. Expansive glass pocket doors along
the entire southern wall fuliy open, merging the interior with the
existing desert garden, and its waterfall, creating a seamless
connection to nature for community exhibitions and performances.
In a crisis, this same building instantly transforms into an Emergency
Operations Center, shifting from celebration to crisis command
without any physical reconfiguration. The open floor plan and
clear-span structu-allow for rapid deployment of pop-upan structure
allow for the rapid deployment of pop-up workstations and data
screens. This hub serves six key agency functions, including the
National Weather Service and the National Guard, providing a unified
location for a coordinated disaster response, while the adjacent
desert garden becomes a place of essential respite for exhausted
emergency workers.

La Plaza is built for the extremes of the Mojave Desert climate. Deep
overhanging eaves block the powerfui sunimer sun. Thick thermal

mass walls of rammed earth store the natural cool of the desert night to

maintain stable indoor temperatures throughout the hot day.
Clerestory windows provide glare-free natural light, while an array of
low-profile solar panels on the roof and a translucent solar canopy
over the entry promsnade generate all the buiiding’s electricity. A
large battery storage room ensures continuous power and operations
during grid outages.

This design serves equity for a Latino community that is both
disproportionately vulnsrable during regional emergencies and richly
deserving of a public building of genuine cultural dignity, La

Plaza stands as a lasting, beautiful, and functional asset for Antelope
Valley, a trusted anchor point that provides identity and safety for
generations.
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LA PLAZA RESILIENCE HUB: SUB-DESERT EARTH-COUPLED HUB
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LA PLAZA RESILIENCE HUB: SUB-DESERT EARTH-COUPLED HUB
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