
R E J U V E N A T I N G  C U L T U R A L  R O O T S
The Ethnic Cultural Institute, Rangamati

Rangamati, home to twelve indigenous communities of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, is 
witnessing a gradual erosion of cultural identity due to inadequate cultural infrastructure 
and the dominance of mainstream cultural influences. Although indigenous traditions are 
well documented, their spatial practices and architectural needs remain largely unexplored. 
This thesis addresses this gap through ethnographic research, field surveys, and community 
engagement to decode how cultural values, environmental adaptation, and everyday 
practices shape indigenous built forms. The project proposes a research-driven Ethnic 
Cultural Institute that translates these insights into a contemporary yet culturally grounded 
architectural framework, providing spaces for learning, practice, research, performance, 
and cultural exchange. The design output aims to foster interethnic inclusivity, empower 
indigenous communities, and support the preservation and evolution of living cultural 
identities, offering a replicable model for inclusive cultural infrastructure in multiethnic 
contexts.



To create an inclusive cultural center that unites all indigenous 
communities of Rangamati, fostering cultural expression, 
preservation, and architectural embodiment of Chittagong Hill 
Tracts traditions.
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