
RETHINKING HORIJON-POTTI 
A SUSTAINABLE LIVING PATTERN FOR THE URBAN CLEANERS



EXISTING UNIT

The target group of the proposed project is the most deprived and 
neglected government employees, the sweepers. These people live 
mostly under miserable subhuman conditions in the the citys’ 
squatters or slums. 
The term The term “Dalit” comes from Sanskrit root “dal”, meaning to “break” or 
“crack”. It is used as a synonym for “untouchable” and/or “outcast". 
Dalits are the people who have been broken and grounded down 
deliberately by those above them in the social hierarchy. Mahatma 
Gandhi coined the term ‘Horijan’ instead of untouchables, which 
means children of God (Hori is another name for the Hindu god 
Vishnu). 
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A SUSTAINABLE 
APPROACH 
TOWARDS UNIT 
DESIGN

UNIT DESIGN
Two types of units have been designed based on local surveys and study of user groups. 
For the permanent employees, a two room unit has been designed with one bedroom, one multi-purpose room, one kitchen, one bathroom and a veranda.
For the temporarty employees, a two room unit has been designed with one bedroom and a multi-purpose room.  A shared bathroom with a separate chamber for a water closet, a bath and washing 
area and a shared kitchen has been designed for a three family occupancy.



CLUSTER DESIGN
Two types of clusters have been designed based on the two types of units. 
For Building Type A, two units of type A make a module. Four modules make a cluster in each øoor. Every two or three øoors a module on any side is 
taken out to create a common shared semi open space. This acts as an informal social gathering space in the form of a vertical courtyard.
For Building Type B, two units of type B make a module. As per the regulation of BNBC (Bangladesh National Building Code), three families can share a 
common bathroom and kitchen. So three unit modules and two modules of a shared service area makes a cluster in each øoor.



NEIGHBORHOOD FEELINGS IN A MICRO SCALE


