
NEO BEIRUT
/

Preserving the character of Beirut, Neo-Beirut is a framework for a new vertical city. By respecting the communal aspects of the city while allowing growth, it challenges 

the frozen and static quality of current tower typologies. Neo Beirut is an experimental architecture proposal examining the necessity to reimagine new uses for the city 

on the neighborhood level. It explores new ways to generate energy, resources and the possibility to connect the micro-scale of the individual to the macro-scale of the 

expanding urban territory. It retrofits a segment of the endangered front lining Gemmayzeh area through economic development, urban agriculture and well-being rather 

than the main street’s traditional retail-leisure base. 
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O We believe that this phase is the DATUM POINT in the new history of Beirut. It represents a new era, the last chance for the city to develop into a truly 

contemporary, inclusive and sustainable city. 

Jus t  l i ke  res i l i en t  ecosys tems a re  based on robustness  and connectedness,  we be l i e ve  i t  i s  o f  v i ta l  impor tance  tha t  in te r vent ions  

in  bu i ld ing  p ro jec ts  shou ld  be  pa r t  o f  an  in te g ra l  approac h .  Th i s  approac h i s  based on severa l  themes,  inc lud ing b iod i ve r s i t y ,  

food product ion ,  hea l th ,  e xper ience,  soc ia l  cohes ion and in te rac t ion ,  contempla t ion  and energy.

Our  goa l  i s  to  s t ruc tu re  a  new and res i l i en t  ident i t y  fo r  the  ne ighborhood rooted in  a  mixed -use  work ing  and l i v ing  env i ronment  

anc hored by inc lus i v i t y,  sus ta inab i l i t y,  and cu l tu re.

In the early 2000s, Gemmayzeh started losing its identity, human scale, and historic activities, to be replaced
through gentrification, and then become the mosaic neighborhood it is now. The area has a high vacancy rate
topped by the damage received after the blast, its inhabitants are deserting the area and the street is
completely owned by the cars.

Can the chosen parasitic towers be rethought, to break with the traditional multi-storey 
building trends that isolate the residents, and then transformed into sustainable and 

community-oriented entities, in which social encounters are privileged? 

The studio’s project theme is a regeneration of the front-lining towers of the Beirut Blast, into resilient,
sustainable and inclusive buildings. In the light of this statement, we chose the following problematic.

Neo-Beirut towers must both address the larger issues of identity and the smaller, more personal-scale issues of

dwelling, working, and living. The existing typologies where inhabitants are isolated and segregated is contradictory

to Beirut’s identity and the culture of its people.

Play

The three redeemed buildings were selected for their volume, location and luxury status, and were

intended for three functions that could recreate the public life that characterizes a neighborhood.

La cote

It was first decided not to over-plan the proposal and to give primary importance to public areas, as 

they are a deficient resource in the area. 

The goal is to structure a new and resilient identity for the neighborhood through an elevated matrix 

and living environment anchored by inclusivity, sustainability, and culture.

Direct context

• Exp lod ing the low er l e ve l s o f the

tow e r s i n the tow e r, t he on l y

e l emen t s tha t touc h the g round

a re i t s ve r t i ca l c i r cu l a t i on

e l emen t s (e l e va to r s and s t a i r s)

and t he s t r uc tu re .

• The g round f l oo r p l an becomes

the l i n k betw een the tow e r and i t s

su r round ings th rough an open

p l an ph i l osophy, whe re pedes t r i an

mob i l i t y i s p r i o r i t i zed .

• Th i s s t r a t eg y makes i t poss i b l e

fo r nea rb y po ten t i a l spaces to be

used th rough the tow e r, fo r the

c l us t e r to become i n t e r connec t ed

i n a l l a spec t s.

Urban Strategy The tower

• The tow er s a re re though t to

i nco r po ra te pub l i c f unc t i ons, new

ways o f sus t a i nab l e energ y

p roduc t i on , o rgan i c food

p roduc t i on , o rgan i c was t e

p rocess i ng and r a i nwate r

co l l e c t i on .

• The tow er s a re t r ans fo rmed to

ma te r i a l i ze c i r cu l a r i t y,

a c cess i b i l i t y and connec t i v i t y

i n to i nnova t i ve a r c h i t ec t u r a l

s y s tems.

• Moreove r, a l l o f t h i s can be

expe r i en ced f i r s t -hand by the

v i s i t o r s and res i den t s o f these

en t i t i e s.

• “Th i c ken ing t h e edge ” o f the ma in

s t ree t w i th t rees, r a i n ga rdens and

t e r r aces and c rea t i ng a sa fe

pedes t r i an p romenade . • A was te

to ene rg y p l an t s ys t em app l i c ab l e

to the c l us t e r s i n the

ne i ghbo rhood .

• An economi ca l l y sus t a i n ab l e

modu l a r aquapon i c sys t em

i n t e r ven t i on .

• Put t i ng the 3 en t i t i e s i n

resonance in te rms o f u rban ,

a r c h i t ec tu r a l and aes the t i c

response . The gene r a l

o rgan i za t i on o f the mast e rp l an i s

a l so though t o f as a c losed - l oop

s y s tem o f ene rg y and re sou r ces
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PARASITIC URBANISM / TOWARD A NEW DIGESTION SYSTEMS

MODULAR AQUAPONICS

Architect: Flanagan Lawrence

Engineer: Useful Simple Trust

Aquaponics: Bristol Fish Project

Aquaponics: Let Us Grow

This project is a research collaboration

between Flanagan Lawrence

(architects), Useful Simple Trust

(engineers), Bristol Fish Project, and Let

us Grow (aquaponics specialists), trying

to achieve an exemplar economically

sustainable modular aquaponic

intervention. The design is tailored for

high yield, and low material costs. This

manifests as a ‘modular vertical farming

system’ wrapping onto south facades of

industrial sheds in suburban areas with

the aim of ‘greening an industrial

landscape’. It addresses key aspects of

sustainability and the circular economy.

In response to the desire of New York

City to reduce the emission of

greenhouse gas 80% by 2050, this

project is an alternative energy system

that reveals and remapping the carbon

credit in the city, hence rebuilding the

relationships between buildings, people,

and nature. The interventions questions

how can architecture serve as a

mechanism to facilitate energy

infrastructure?

Extensions are proposed to parasite the

city of New York in three different scales:

building, street block, and neighborhood.

Unwanted natural resources of the city

like: human waste, tree leaves, food

waste from the kitchens and restaurants,

leftovers in the fridge, will be used as

raw materials to generate electricity in

the city from these parasitic extensions.


