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“ W E  T O O K  A   L O T , N O W  I T  

I S  T I M E  T O  G I V E B A C K ”

N O W T E L L M E , D O

Y O U R E A L L Y W A N T

T O G O B A C K ?

ACCESS:

The tower is mainly accessed from Pasteur street.

MASS:

The building was placed in a way that shielded
the rest of the green plot from the highway by
having 29 m setback.

STRUCTURE:

The structure of the tower are placed on its sides
with one core circulation system

PLAN:

The building plans are similar for the first 23 floors,
having a flexible plan divided by two circulation
systems.

MODULAR ELEVATION :

-Framing each 3 floors together. One floor 

separates the frames.

- Blind elevation with small openings 

and shafts on the west side.

MATERIALS:

-Wood panels:

For privacy /movable solar panels 

- Cladding systems/concrete structure

- Glazing systems:

A N A L Y S I S
Facing the Beirut port, a few

minutes from the Beirut Historical

Center, the site benefits from

views towards the Mediterranean

sea to the North, Beirut Central

District to the West and the

preserved neighborhood of

Gemmayze to the South.

P O I N T S  T O  
C O N S I D E R

HOLISTIC

RECOVERY

PROCESS :

SOCIAL

AGENDA 

RECOVERY

“W E  T O O K  A  L O T , N O W  I T  I S  T I M E  T O  G I V E B A C K ”

FOCAL POINT:

Situated in a highly

diversed area of

residential and

social/leisure activities.

EXCLUSIVITY:

The building is conceived

in a way that ignores the

surrounding area.

The architect purposely

isolated the building .

SURROUNDING URBAN

FABRIC:

It is surrounded by mid-

rises heritage buildings

from the preserved areas.

“There are diverse approaches to rebuilding in the

aftermath of disasters and conflicts. These depend on the

nature and scale of the areas, the damage, and the

communities impacted.”

HARBOR TOWER

MEDAWAR #135

Nabil Gholam

Residential

Built 2012

“Our country was torn by war, so you feel that you have to do something that 

has some relevance and pertinence to the place, to mending its divisions. ” 

Nabil Gholam

SURROUNDINGS:

DAMAGE REPORT:
No damage in the foundations and 

structures

Exterior:

-Glazing systems severely damaged

-Stone cladding system

-Wood panels systems

Interior:

- Gypsum board partitions

- Doors/ Tiling

- MEP systems/ Elevators

P O S T - B L A S T

SPATIAL ASPECT:

The tower is an intrude to the so

called “ preserved” Gemmayzeh &

Mar Mikhael streets.

SOCIAL ASPECT:

The tower broke the social

unification that we encounter in

Gemayzeh.

ECONOMIC ASPECT:

It also fragmented the urban

context and imposed a new

economic situation.

ARCHITECTURAL ASPECT:

The tower is a living proof that

architecture can harm more than

it can give to its people.

IMPACTS AND PROBLEMS

PRECEDENT CASESANALYSIS


